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Past - President’s
message

Cynthia (Cindy) Taylor

I

t has been my privilege and
honour over the past four years
to represent you as the provincial
president of the BCRMTA. My term of
office is now complete as I move on to
the position of Past President of our
organization.  
This is an exciting time for BCRMTA. Many
changes in the provincial executive are
bringing new faces, new talents and fresh
ideas of inspiration to the workings of our
association.  
It is with sadness that we say goodbye
to Carol Schlosar and Lois Kerr who have
devoted many years of their lives to
BCRMTA and have earned a well deserved
rest to explore other exciting adventures
in their future.
We welcome Joanne Lougheed as our
new president and Matthew Chan as the
new treasurer of BCRMTA. Together with
First Vice President - Mimi Ho, Registrar –
Joyce Janzen, and Secretary – Anita Perry,
the future of BCRMTA is in good hands.
We are also excited to share our
provincial secretary, Anita Perry, with our
national association CFMTA/FCAPM as
their new secretary.

This is the year of Canada’s 150th birthday.
Plan a special Canadian birthday event
and take advantage of accessing special
project funds from BCRMTA’s Heritage
Fund and CFMTA’s Branching Out project.
Both programs are available to every
branch throughout this year - Heritage

4
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Fund, in BC; and Branching Out, across
Canada.
Our Provincial Student Composer
Competition is in the process of having
the compositions adjudicated. Results
will be finalized before summer and the
winning compositions will be forwarded
on to the National competition. The
Provincial BCRMTA competition had
over fifty entries this year! Thank- you to
Sonia Hauser, our Canada Music Week®
Provincial Coordinator, for inspiring so
many students to participate in this
wonderful program each year.
Other work in progress throughout our
association is the dedicated commitment
that Dina Pollock puts in to our website,
which is a continuous challenge to keep
up to date, not only in content but also
in technology. We are so very fortunate
to have Dina’s artistic expertise as our
webmaster and the editor of our very
informative Progressions magazine. Mimi
Ho and her committee have been working
on an exciting new project which was
just recently launched. Our new BCRMTA
Facebook page!
There are numerous people on our
provincial committees who quietly
contribute to the programs that benefit
our provincial members. I am so very
grateful for the time and energy that they
have devoted to making BCRMTA the
wonderful organization it is today.
Four members of our provincial executive
and our Progressions editor have recently

Spring 2017

returned from the CFMTA meetings and
conference in Baltimore, Maryland. I
attended the meetings as president of
CFMTA, as did Lois Kerr as the national
treasurer, and Dina Pollock as the
editor of the national Canadian Music
Teacher magazine. Our BC delegates,
Carol Schlosar and Joanne Lougheed
represented BCRMTA at the national
meetings and worked on your behalf
to collaborate and share ideas with the
other RMT delegates from across Canada.
So, the journey brings us from our quiet
isolated studios, to sharing ideas with
colleagues at our branch meetings and
events, to Provincial conferences and
meetings where we meet other teachers
in the province, to national meetings
where we meet teachers from across the
country doing the same things that we
are doing here in our communities……
sharing our passion for music and striving
for higher education and excellence in our
teaching.
It has been a wonderful journey through
the many years that I have served on the
Executive of BCRMTA.  I am now looking
forward to my new role of Past President.
It is my honour to hand the reins over to
Joanne Lougheed who I know will be a
wonderful representative as the leader of
BCRMTA. Thank – you for giving me the
opportunity to grow and serve you over
the past four years.  
Cynthia (Cindy) Taylor Past President of
BCRMTA

Hello from the
Editor & Webmaster
Dina Pollock
editor@bcrmta.bc.ca

Hello everyone - Lots of things to tell you.
Magazine:
First I have to explain about the CMT  
magazine surveys. I did not follow proper
protocol for the survey I did last fall.
That is why you had to do it again a few
weeks ago - I am sorry about that. I should
mention that CFMTA will be requesting
another survey next spring and will review
what members would prefer - paper or
digital.
The results of the first survey were a bit
of a surprise for me. I did not realize how
many members would like to see the
magazine in a digital format - 41% voted
for digital. If members would like the
CMT in digital were they feeling the same
about Progressions?
I brought this to the attention of the  
Executive and Council at the meeting
in April. I proposed that we try a pilot
program with our magazine - make it
available as a digital download through
an app that is compaitable with both
Apple and Android operating systems. I
am happy to let you know that council has
approved the program and will start with
the Fall issue, and continue for one year.

Website:
We are having a lot of issues with our
website and email server this spring. The
company we had the website hosted with
was sold.
When the new company took over, all our
files were moved to a new server and then
the problems started. Not sure what was
causing the issues but they were not being
addressed or solved quickly. To keep our
website working properly I suggested to
the executive and council that we move to
a new hosting company. Please know that
this was not a easy decision to undertake.
Moving a site and emails to a new server
can be either a very smooth process or
can be difficult. I received approval and
started the move. The switch was done
the last week of April which caused even
more issues with the site being up one
day and down on a different day. The
move was completed on April 27, and did
not go well. Some of the files to our main
site were so corrupted that the site lost
integrity. All of the content and updates
from the last four months are gone and
will have to be restored.  As I am writing

this - the site is still ‘in progress’. I will be
spending the next month bringing the
content up to date. Our locator will be
offline for the next month.
When I took over as webmaster and
built the new site there was a need for
the members only site - now with the
addition of the archive site, some of the
information would be a better fit on the
archive site. As I am rebuilding the sites I
will be moving things around. Pages that
fit better on the archive site (Minutes,
P&P, By-Laws) will move there and be
under a password protected page. I will be
using the same password that you have be
using with the ‘members only’ site and if
you need the password, please email me
and I will send it to you.  
Please be aware that I am on top of this
issue with the website and aware of how
important this site is to our members.

Dina

HAVE YOU MOVED ?
To ensure your Progressions Magazine and the Canadian Music Teacher
Magazine is delivered, please update your address on the website or
with our Provincial Registrar.

- Thank you!
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Annual Branch Reports
ABBOTSFORD

CHILLIWACK

Our membership for 2016 consisted of twenty-nine members
and two student teacher auxiliary members.
Our January meeting had eight members present to discuss
the 2016 Branch Music Festival and the plans for the March
workshop.
Fourteen members attended the February meeting where
the Treasurer and President’s reports were presented. The
coordinator positions were filled quickly; thank you branch!
The treasurer and president positions were unchanged with
Kathleen Feenstra continuing as treasurer and Jean Ritter
remaining as president. The secretarial position was filled
with Jocelyn Dyck and Lisa Boldt co-sharing.
Thomas Pandolfi, a world class pianist, awed us with his
workshop, evening performance, and masterclasses in
March. This weekend was the result of a collaboration with
Abbotsford’s Valley Concert Society.
April....our annual festival! A ‘hands on’ meeting! We were
privileged to have John Suderman adjudicate strings and
Megumi Otani and Alan Crane adjudicate the piano.
We decided that we would combine our May and June
meetings into a luncheon that had seventeen members attend!
Sixteen members attended the September meeting prepared
for discussion and their vote on the BCRMTA’s proposal. We
also decided to make up a booklet of student and teacher own
compositions as our initiative for Canada’s 150th birthday.
Fourteen members attended the October meeting. We were
fortunate to have Chantal Fennel give us a great overview
of the new Royal Conservatory theory books.
In November thirteen members were updated on the 2017
Music Festival by Beth and Julia who are heading up the
committee.....thank you! The student recital and CMW Recital
were both hugely successful! I suspect the use of the Kahoots
game will increase in Abbotsford after the introduction of it to
many of us at the CMW Recital.
Our December luncheon was held at Paliotti’s and the eleven
members present had a wonderful time! Playing the game
Secret Santa had us all laughing and relaxing.

Jean Ritter
					

The Chilliwack Branch started off the new year with a
concert by the 2016 Young Artist Markus Masaites, on
Saturday, January 21. We rented a local church, tuned
the Kawai piano and spread the word via social media,
student contacts and posters in many local businesses.
An afternoon time of 2 pm was decided on in order to
accommodate out of town people. Fortunately, the
weather co-operated and we had a good audience turn
out. President Sherrie van Akker interviewed Markus after
the concert and presented him with an iTunes card. We
enjoyed getting to know Markus and hearing about his
musical journey. Vice President Sharie Atley organized this
concert and reception which was promoted as a CFMTA
“Branching Out” event since we are celebrating the 70th
anniversary of BCRMTA and the 150th anniversary of
Canada this year.
The Chilliwack Lions Club Music & Dance Festival
celebrated its 70th anniversary this year with competitions
running from February 4 to March 9 and final concerts
on March 5 (Dance) and April 1 (Music). Over 4,000
participants competed in Band, Brass, Choral, Dance,
Guitar, Piano, Strings, Orchestra, Percussion, Vocal and
Woodwinds. Fourteen Adjudicators were hired and
128 volunteers and 11 committee members made sure
everything went smoothly. Special thanks to Laurie
Hirschman, registrar, for countless hours of work,
especially re-scheduling events due to harsh winter
weather. Donna Gates stepped in as the new piano
coordinator this year replacing the irreplaceable Dale Warr
after many years of exceptional service to the festival.
Thanks to our community sponsors. The festival program
listed an astonishing seven pages of awards and bursaries
contributed by businesses, service groups and individuals.  
For info about the Chilliwack festival including eligibility
for Provincial and National competitions and MusicFest
Canada events:

www.chilliwacklionsclubmusicanddancefestival.com
We are looking forward to hosting composer Christopher
Norton on April 20/21 for workshops and masterclasses for
both students and teachers.

Nita Pelletier
Spring 2017
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Annual Branch Reports - cont.
COQUITLAM / MAPLE RIDGE
Coquitlam/Maple Ridge branch has
had a couple of fantastic workshops
so far this year.  
In November our colleague, Ann
Kearney, presented a workshop
on “Music & Autism: A Miraculous
Combination”. Speaking from her
heart with personal experience
of nurturing her son’s musical
education, we were all mesmerized
by her creativity and hard work.
In January, Mark Anderson from
UBC talked to us about how to
empower our students to focus
on the learning process, not just
performance. Referring to works by
Dr. Merlin Thompson, “A Question
of Independence and Ownership”
and Sylvia Coats “Thinking As You
Play” and his own experience as
Pedagogy Professor at UBC, Mark
presented some really good ideas.
In May, Justin Krawitz, Assistant
Professor of Piano and Piano
Pedagogy at the University of North
Colorado, will present a workshop
on debunking some of the common
myths of beginner method books.

Liz Munro

EAST KOOTENAY
The East Kootenay Music Teachers are a
small group, but together we maintain an
exciting schedule of events throughout the
music months.
Our year began in September when we
scheduled a meeting to plan all events
including recitals: Canada Music Week®,
All Boys, Pop and Jazz and All Girls. This
year we added a fun Technique Olympics
Event and I will give you full details in the
Fall Progressions magazine. Lastly, in April
we are launching an amazing 150th Canada
Celebration program for students which
will reach a climax at our November Canada
Music Week® Recital.
Our Scholarship Fund continues to be a
focus for us. One of the ways we raise funds
is to ask each of our members to collect
a toonie from each of their students. This
makes a significant contribution which helps
us to distribute $700 at our Canada Music
Week® Recital for outstanding examination
marks. This year we are also presenting
a Spring Scholarship Fundraising Concert
in May. Much practice is presently taking
place for the event which will feature violin,
cello, voice and piano, all presented by our
enthusiastic teachers along with a couple of
guest artists. We have also received music
book donations from retiring music teachers
and we will share the music with each other
and with the public for a donation made to
our Scholarship Fund.
Last September, two of our members
attended the very successful BCRMTA
Provincial Conference. We came home with
many new ideas, keen to share with students
and colleagues. Many thanks to all those
who organized this exciting event.

Terry Lynn Jeffers
8
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KELOWNA
The Kelowna Branch currently has
seventeen members. Nicole Desson
continues as President and Graham
Vink continues as Secretary. Marla
Mesenbrink was voted in as Treasurer.
Claudia Kargl was voted in as Provincial
Delegate.
We pared our meetings to two a year and
held socials at local coffee shops instead.
The comradery and ideas discussed
were enjoyed by several. Decisions that
needed to be made between meetings
have been done through email.
For Canada Music Week®, each teacher
was responsible for their own way to
celebrate Canadian composers. Some
had CMW recitals and/or composition
contests, and others had studio classes
promoting Canadian music.
Several teachers have used our piano at
the Okanagan College Theatre for their
studio recitals.
There were plans for a joint teacher
recital and an Entertainer’s student
recital, advertising and a workshop,
but circumstances prevented these
from getting off the ground. We are
hoping for better health, inspiration and
collaboration in the coming year!

Marla Mesenbrink

Entrepreneur

Bookkeeper

Therapist

How many hats did you wear today?

Performer

Referee

We’ve been talking to private teachers across North
America since 2010. And we asked one thing:
what does it take to be a successful private music
teacher today?
Believe me, we heard it all.
Turns out you wear a lot of hats. Teacher. Musician.
Marketing Expert. Tech Consultant. Accompanist.
And most of you have little formal training in
everything you have to do.
So we asked “How can we help?”
And you said, “Show me how to do all this
without losing my mind.”
“Help me learn how to teach students with
autism, and how to market myself online. Show
me what new teachers know. Like how to teach
improvisation, and how to use the latest technology.
Help me manage students with terrible performance
anxiety. Or who want to play the ‘Moonlight’ sonata
after two lessons.”

Event Planner

So we did: we created the RCM Teacher Portal. It’s
the most comprehensive professional development
program ever created for music teachers. Subscribe
today for hundreds of video tutorials, masterclasses,
lesson plans, and free access to Naxos Music and
Video Libraries and Medici TV.
It’s all you need. For every hat you wear.

The RCM Teacher Portal
Online training for every hat you wear.
On demand. Unlimited.

Only $15.99/month
Subscribe Today

rcmusic.ca/TeacherSubscription

Annual Branch Reports - cont.
MID - ISLAND
Business meetings were held June 17 and
September 30 of 2016 as well as January
27 of 2017.
The Mid-Island branch has been awarding
a scholarship annually since 2012.  In 2016
three applications were received and the
winner was Sophia Fan. As well, a new
scholarship in memory of Mary Skipsey,
one of our founding members was
awarded to Charlotte Zhang.
Book awards were given to a total of nine
students (presented at our May recital):
three grade eight students, five grade ten
students and one ARCT.

MISSION

NELSON

A special Spring Recital is planned
for Friday, April 28, 2017 at the
Mission Chartwell Carrington House,
a Retirement Residence where our
students will have the opportunity
to share not only their polished
music performances, but also the
opportunity to share their time with
the residents as they socialize and
interact prior to and following the
Music Program.

The Nelson Registered Music Teachers have
taken part in several special events this year.

Laura Webster

Eight students entered our Joan Gosselin
Music Writing Celebration receiving an
adjudication from Christine Donkin as well
as sheet music.
Updated branch by-laws were worked
on over the summer and brought to the
membership in September for ratification.
Our Canada Music Week® Recital was held
November 12, 2:00pm at Generations
Church and featured the premieres of the
works we commissioned Christine Donkin
to compose.

Canada Music Week 2017
November 19th - 25th
Posters available for download
www.cfmta.org

February 25 we hosted Markus Masaites
for a Young Artist Concert.

At Christmas, students and teachers lined up
to play seasonal music in the lobby of a hotel.
This was another community celebration
and a good way to display talent, but also to
contribute positively to our community.
During February the Amy Ferguson Institute
sponsored a wonderful performance of
Carmina Burana, directed by Allison Girvan
and performed with percussion and duo
pianists, Susanne Ruberg-Gordon and Roger
Admiral. Susanne offered a free masterclass
for advanced students (funded by the
BC Arts Council).  Several local students
participated.
In March two adult students with a great
mix of prepared repertoire returned to
the Broader Horizons Senior’s Centre for
a performance to a very appreciative
audience.
The local Kootenay Festival of the Arts
takes place in Trail this year and some of
our students will take advantage of this
opportunity.

We wanted to include a time of sharing
at the end of each meeting but the length
of meetings caused us to rethink this.  
Instead, informal meetings have been set
up at a coffee shop once a month allowing
members to share their music teaching
experiences with one another.

Several teachers will travel to Trail April
20th for improvisation workshops with
composer Christopher Norton.
Our final event for this year is still in the
planning stages – a “playathon”, with the
hope of funds raised being used to support a
needy student to have private music lessons.

Our Christmas luncheon was sadly
cancelled this year due to snow.

Susan Schleppe
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Our Canada Music Week® celebration was an
outreach to two seniors facilities. Students
prepared Canadian music, with much of
it being duets – siblings, friends, teacher/
student, and parent/child. This work was
very well received by the old folks.

Donna Goodwin-Wilson
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Annual Branch Reports - cont.
NORTH ISLAND
The North Island Branch began its Teaching
year in September with a wonderful
performance by Towa Stewart who was our
representative at the BC Provincial Piano
Competition. We were delighted with his
programme which spanned many decades
of music. The programme ended with a
very jazzy rendition of a Michael Jackson
hit, much to the approval of all.
As a result of September’s Music
Conference in Vancouver, our President
presented an overview of a workshop
featuring the new RCM Theory Syllabus as
well as the “Celebrate Theory” series of
books. This was met with overall positive
and enthusiastic comments by our Branch
members.
November, the month where we celebrate
Canadian Music as well as its Composers,
saw us attending a lovely Recital at the
Stan Hagen Theater in Courtenay. Many
Canadian compositions for piano, violin,
voice, as well as student compositions
were performed and enjoyed by all.
Our programme for November was titled
“Exam Preparation and Time-line”. Some
of these included some of the following:
1. Have students be prepared for the
Technique Requirements one to two
grades above the exam grade.
2. Set goals throughout the year with
respect to Repertoire, Technique, Ear
Training and Sight Reading.
One of our more Tech-Savvy members
suggested the following web-sites to
facilitate Exam preparation:
• http://studentmusicorganizer.com
• http://www.classicfm.com

					

December found us gathered at the
beautifully decorated home of one
of our members who regaled with
marvellous seasonal goodies. The
programme consisted of performances
of favourite Christmas pieces by our
members. Our hostess also treated us
with lovely chocolates, which rounded
off a much enjoyed time of fellowship
among colleagues.
The New Year found us considering the
student-dreaded topic of Sight Reading
and Ear Training. This was very timely
and appreciated by our members as
many of us are preparing students for
June exams.
Although our February meeting was
cancelled due to the accumulation
of white stuff which plagued our
Province this winter. Despite the snow,
we hosted a Young Artist’s Concert
in conjunction with the Mid-Island
Branch. The concert was well attended
and much appreciated by those in
attendance. Markus Masaites delighted
us with the programme he performed
as BC’s representative at the National
Piano Competition in Baltimore. The
audience’s enjoyment of the Concert
was enriched by the Programme Notes
provided by himself and his teacher.
His willingness to answer questions
posed by the audience at the end of the
Concert made for a very personal and
intimate experience.

Festival. This event is the gateway to the
Provincial Festival for those students
chosen by the Adjudicator.
In March, some of our members
researched the wonderful world or
Musical Ornamentation. This was
discussed with respect to the evolution
of ornamentation as well as to the
adjustment of the same to suit the
student’s ability and hand span.
Our “Recovery Room” programme
was enjoyed in April. Topics such as
teacher/guardian interaction, motivation
of students, as well as dealing with
“challenged” students was considered.
It was comforting to realize that as Music
Teachers, we share many of the same
challenges, and that we have the support
and guidance of our colleagues.
At the end of this month and the
beginning of May, we will be participating
in the Campbell River Music Week
Festival. Our Programme this month will
consist of a ‘Brain -Storming’ session
aimed at the next teaching year.
Overall, we have had a very full and
productive year!

Sonia Hauser

Students who completed their 150th
Canadian Anniversary Compositions by
Valentine’s day received a reward of a
Theater ticket. Also, many of us entered
our students in Courtenay’s Music

Spring 2017
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Annual Branch Reports - cont.
NORTH SHORE
Two years ago, our branch discussed
how we could raise our profile in our
community and at the same time, fulfill
a need in the community.  After several
discussions, it was decided that we could
combine the talents of our teachers,
students, and professional artists into a
fundraising concert.  In our search for a
suitable cause, we learned the Lions Gate
Hospital Foundation was raising funds for
the Carlile Youth Concurrent Disorders
Centre at The HOpe Centre, Lions Gate
Hospital.  We approached the Foundation
about organizing a fundraising concert
and we were greeted with enthusiasm
and open arms.
At first, we were unsure of exactly how
to go about accomplishing this, but
as a committee was formed and ideas
discussed, we decided we had three
clear goals:  to raise awareness of youth
and mental health challenges; to raise
awareness and celebrate the power of
music and it’s  potential for healing; and
to raise the profile of the BCRMTA, North
Shore Branch in the community.

PRINCE GEORGE

Funds raised will be used to support a
music therapy program at the Carlile
Youth Concurrent Disorders Centre,
The HOpe Centre, Lions Gate Hospital.
This centre treats teens 13 to 18 with
depression, anxiety, substance abuse
and other mental health challenges.
The Carlile Centre is one of only two in
Canada.    With the enthusiastic support
of our sponsors, donors and audience, we
raised over $20,000 and put the BCRMTA,
North Shore Branch on the map in our
community!  We are continually being
asked “will this be an annual event?”,
“when is the next one?”
Congratulations and special thanks to
our “HOpe on a Grand Scale” committee
members: Chair – Celine Cassis, Valerie
Cook, Marcia Meyer, Kelly Nobles, Patti
Richardson, and Lorraine Toljanich for
their outstanding job of organizing our
first ever, BCRMTA, North Shore Branch
fundraiser for youth and mental health.

Valerie Cook

On Saturday, April 8th, 2017 at the
beautiful Kay Meek Theatre in West
Vancouver, our dream was realized.
“HOpe on a Grand Scale” included
performances from our teachers,
students, MixedAbilities Choir, ProArte
Dancers, and the North Shore Celtic
Ensemble!  Only ensembles were
allowed, with the exception of our guest
artist pianist – Jeffrey Luo, BC Piano
Competition finalist.  Grant Lawrence
of the CBC was our host, who, with his
clever humor and wit, kept the concert
moving and our audience laughing!  A
Silent Auction was also part of this event.

12
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The Prince George Branch began our
season with a breakfast meeting at a
local restaurant. At the October meeting,
Maureen Nielsen gave a workshop on
the new Theory Syllabus. Maureen
had attended the RCM Workshop in
Edmonton so she could tell us firsthand
about the changes and requirements.
In November we had a weekend of
masterclasses with Roger Buksa.
The students learned a great deal
from Roger’s excellent guidance and
suggestions on all styles of repertoire. In
November we also had a Student Recital
with numerous Canadian composers’
pieces played. We also enjoyed hearing
our guest performers the Prince George
Old Time Fiddlers and the White Spruce
City Ensemble.
We held a second Student Recital in
February, in preparation for the Prince
George and District Music Festival. Many
students from RMT studios participated
in the Music Festival, with numerous
students being chosen for the Showcase
and Gala Concerts, as well as Provincials
in May.
A third Student Recital will be held in
May. At our May meeting we plan to
have a presentation by Maria Mikic from
Prince George. Our June meeting will
be hosted at the home of one of our
members. We will discuss our plans to
be in a Trade Show at our local mall to
encourage students to include piano
lessons in their extra-curricular activities.

Lori Elder
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Annual Branch Reports - cont.
SHUSWAP
Salmon Arm is a busy community.
The Shuswap RMT branch are deeply
involved in the events of the community
which includes the surrounding area of
Sicamous, Enderby, Sorrento etc.
Some of our branch members were able
to take in the BCRMTA conference in
September. We were challenged and
inspired by workshops, musicians, new
repertoire and teaching ideas shared with
fellow teachers.
The Canada Music Week® recitals were
held by the individual teachers and their
studios and were highly successful.
At present, we are up to our ears in music
festival preparations, both with our
private studios as well as having a hand
in the actual running of the festival which
includes our Gala night.
We will sadly miss two of our long
standing teachers who are retiring this
year. Laurie Shea has been with the RMT
25 years and Marge Duncan has taught in
Salmon Arm for 36 years.
This spring we will be honoring them for
their years of service and the amazing
contributions they have made. We are so
thankful for their influence on our branch
as fantastic teachers, mentors and dear
friends. We wish them well in their future
endeavours which hopefully will include
palm trees.

RuthAnne MacKnee

					

SOUTH OKANAGAN
The South Okanagan Branch of the B.C.
Registered Music Teachers had a very
busy and productive year.  
On Friday May 13, the South Okanagan
Branch hosted a professional
development workshop put on by the
Masterworks Trio consisting of members:
• Tracy Fehr, coloratura soprano;
• Elizabeth Lupton, violin;
• Dennis Nordlund piano.
It was an evening of good humour,
lighthearted banter and in-depth
observations about the role of the
accompanist in vocal and instrumental
music. All three stressed the importance
of verbal discussion when working with
other musicians.
On May 20, ten students performed
background music at the Penticton Art
Gallery as an accompaniment to their
annual regional high school Gala Art
Opening. It was a great mix of art and
music with musicians taking in the art
work from all over the valley and artists
popping in to hear vocal and piano
performances.
November once again found our
branch celebrating Canadian music at
the Shatford Centre. Diverse Canadian
works for violin, voice and piano were
performed by 23 students to a full recital
hall. Over $1200 in scholarships was
presented to highly deserving students,
along with monies from the IODE and the
family of Madame Janisch. Refreshments
provided by the teachers for the after
concert reception kept our Canadian
spirit aglow!

Spring 2017

In December, our branch hosted a master
class with Sergei and Nicolai Saratovsky
at the home of Carmen Leier in Kaleden.
Students played a variety of music
ranging from Mozart to Rachmaninoff
with a swing piano duet thrown in. A
common theme was tonal balance, with
Sergei stressing that a chord can often
have three or four levels of dynamics
at once. Nicolai spoke to reaching the
bottom of the keyboard, warning that
failing to do so will result in having “only
approximate sound”. It was a delight to
share in the passion these two Russians
have for music and their commitment in
sharing it with students. We were indeed
fortunate to have such accomplished
musicians working with our students.
On February 25, we celebrated
excellence at the Shatford Centre. Twenty
students played violin, piano and sang to
raise money for our scholarship fund. The
evening was eclectic featuring a variety
of musical styles from Beethoven to
Strayhorn. A silent auction garnered over
$650 for the South Okanagan Branch
scholarship fund. Many thanks to the
branch members who made this concert
possible.
We are currently looking forward to our
Annual Spring Recital held at the Shatford
in preparation for the exam session, and
then a well-deserved break to enjoy the
fruits and wines of the sunny Okanagan.

Anita Perry

Progressions
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Annual Branch Reports - cont.
SOUTH FRASER

SUNSHINE COAST

RICHMOND

South Fraser began the teaching year with
our Canada Music Week® recital. Over 60
recital entries were received, solo and duo
pianists, singers, violinists, and cellists. All
levels were represented from Preliminary
through Diploma. Local composers such as
Irene Voros, Stephen Chatman and Harold
Birston, as well as away composers such as
Heather Schmidt, Nancy Telfer, and Leonard
Cohen had all found a place in the hearts
of young musicians. And to the delight of
the program organizer, most every piece
selection was unique. There were two
Recitals, two door prizes, and two parties
with cake in Canada’s 149th year. November
the 19th 2016 was truly a Canada Music
Week® Celebration.

The Sunshine Coast Branch has had
another busy year with our Canada Music
Week® Recital in November and a recent
pre-festival student recital in April. We
held two successful book sales at each
event as a branch fundraiser. This year,
we have offered three scholarships to
students: two in the Sunshine Coast
Festival of the Performing Arts which
is held in April and we were pleased to
offer a High Mark Scholarship to RCM
Gold Medal (piano) winner, Sophie
Malcolmson.

The Richmond BCRMTA had a usual
activity-packed year of 2016. Our
monthly recitals were held at South
Arm United Church, and we had a
total of seven recital dates, including
all General, Awards and Scholarship
Recitals. We also held our yearly
Christmas special recitals at City Hall
and Aberdeen. We held our popular
June and December Luncheon at
Yokohama Japanese Restaurant
and Country Meadows Golf Club
respectively. One of the highlights
this year was our five informative
workshops, including sessions with
Eugene Skovorodnikov: Russian Music
of XX Century, Red Leaf Pianoworks:
Repertoire in the RCM 2015 syllabus,
Stefan Hintersteininger: Introducing
Canadian Music Center, Long &
McQuade: introducing new Christmas
books and other new publications, and
Chantel Fennel: Four Star Ear Training
online.

We started the New Year with a weekend

workshop with Forrest Kinney. Everyone
who attended left feeling enthusiastic
around presenting new ideas to their
students and using new teaching tools in
their studios.
Our next big event was our two-week
Piano Festival, held the last two weeks of
February.  We had over 600 entries this
year. Our adjudicators were Anne Unger,  
Ian Parker and Rudy Rozanski. Each week
ended with a day of Celebration Recitals,
featuring the best performances from the
festival. Medallions and scholarships were
given out, followed by receptions. Enjoyed
by all!

Kevin Thompson
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Our signature event of the year was to
welcome Markus Masaites, piano to
perform in our community as part of
the BC Young Artist Tour. We co-hosted
this event with Music Arising! St. Hilda’s
Recital Series and it was an excellent
collaboration. There were 80 enthusiastic
audience members including many
music students and 8 branch members.
This was a fantastic concert with a great
community response. Branch members
enjoyed supper at Pebbles Restaurant
with a beautiful ocean-side view with
Markus and his family and it proved to be
an enjoyable and valuable opportunity to
socialize. I recommend co-hosting for any
branches who are looking to welcome a
Young Artist to their community.
We are looking ahead to celebrating
Canada 150 in November at our Canada
Music Week® event. We have formed
a committee and preparations are
underway.
Best wishes to all branches for a
successful and happy Spring season.

Katherine Hume

Spring 2017

This is the first year that we used
digital media for the Richmond Branch
Piano Competition. Our Richmond
Branch winner Angeni Wang has
received the Adjudicator’s Choice
Award in the BC Piano Competition,
held at our BCRMTA Vancouver
Conference at September 23-24, 2016.
We congratulate Angeni and are proud
of her achievement.
The Richmond Branch was also well
represented in this year’s BCRMTA
2016 Provincial Conference. A total
of eleven members attended the
different events of the Conference.  
One of our very own members, Jazz
Piano specialist Peter Friesen, was the

Annual Branch Reports - cont.
RICHMOND - cont.

TRAIL/CASTLEGAR

clinician for a hands-on workshop
outlining the foundation for a blues
and pop style accompaniment. All
conference participants had a great
time and learned a lot.

Greetings from the Trail/Castlegar
Branch! Our small branch consists of
6 members and 1 student member.
Throughout the year, we host 4 recitals
together as a branch.

On October 5, 2016, we had our
New Members Welcome Tea
following the Long & McQuade
presentation which was held after
the General Meeting. We sent out
invitations to new Branch members,
who have joined since 2014, to a
meet and greet with other fellow
teachers. The Salvation Army Church
prepared lovely refreshments and
pastries, and all teachers had a good
time chatting and getting to know
each other.

In November, we hosted our Canada
Music Week® Recital. This recital gives
our students the opportunity to explore
and perform only Canadian composed
music. This is also the time we give out
to our deserving students, awards and
scholarships for the top marks achieved
at the exams in the past year.

The Board of Directors welcomes
Victoria Warfield as the 1st Vice
President, Lin Lin Qin in the Treasury
Department, Arline Witrisna for
Library Display, Amelia Lau for
Chinese Media, and Grace Hoff for
Recitals. We thank Marie Chan for
her contribution as the Recital Chair
over the past years.  

Mimi Ho

Wen Wang, recipient of the 2015 Associate
Teachers Award from the Provincial BCRMTA,
recently added another distinguished award to his
list. In early fall 2016, he received from RCM the
Gordon Hallett Memorial Scholarship of $1500
for the highest aggregate mark in the ARCT, Piano
Pedagogy in Canada, covering 2014-2015. Wen
was the RCM 2015 National Gold Medalist for
the ARCT in Piano Pedagogy, also garnering the
Richmond Branch Scholarship for his achievement.
Wen studied pedagogy with Trudy Morse. The
Provincial BCRMTA award granted Wen
membership in the Richmond Branch. Wen
currently teaches in White Rock.

A r n e S a h l é n BMus, ARCT, AVCM, RMT
135 Thompson Street
Kimberley BC V1A 1T9

Teacher: piano, theory, composing
- lessons also via Skype/WhatsApp
Workshop clinician, festival adjudicator

home 250 427-2159 cell/text 250 540-4242
arnesahlen@hotmail.com www.arnesahlen.com
(N.B.: PianoFocus postponed until 2018)
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In February, we had our Youngest Artist
Recital. This is a great opportunity for our
youngest musicians, many of them their
first time performing, to be on stage and
show off their budding talent! Valentine
treats, afterwards, is always a good
incentive, too.
The other two recitals we put on, are
the pre exam recitals – one in January
and the other in June. This is a great
preparation opportunity for our students
to play their exam pieces before an
audience.
Besides these recitals, our students
participated in the Kootenay Festival
of the Arts which took place in April
and was hosted by the Nelson Festival
Committee.
At our year end dinner, Tammy Francis
was presented with her 25 year BCRMTA
membership pin. Congratulations to
Tammy!
Our branch wishes everyone all the best
in the coming year!

Dawna Kavanagh

Progressions
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Annual Branch Reports - cont.
VICTORIA

VANCOUVER
No report submitted.

VERNON
Vernon RMT would like to thank their
hard-working students for making their
Spring Piano and Voice Festival a great
success this year! The voice festival was
held on February 17th and the piano
festival on March 3rd through March
7th with a Gala concert that followed
on Monday March 11th at the All Saint’s
Anglican Church, Vernon. With 158
entries for piano and 66 entries for
voice, audiences were treated to many
high-level performances. This year our
adjudicators were Joe Berarducci for
Piano (Kelowna), and Eva-Maria Kopp for
Voice (Kelowna). Teachers and students
benefited from Berarducci’s expertise
and warm demeanor and Kopp’s kindness
and fluency in multiple languages.
Vernon RMT graciously received $2950 in
scholarships from the community which
was given out to students who earned
top marks in their performances.

Emerald Holt

The Victoria Branch of the BCRMTA
had a fun and busy 2016. There were
six student concerts, with a total of
257 entries and 685 attendees. By
successfully completing the requirement
of participating in four concerts during
the season, 20 students received
Certificates of Participation and gift cards
from Tom Lee Music. Tatiana Harrison has
stepped down as Concert Chair after 5 ½
years, and she will be truly missed as she
has done a remarkable job building our
student concert program.
During the year many awards,
scholarships, and bursaries are given
out. Our students really appreciate the
financial support, and we received many
lovely thank you letters and cards that
were read out at meetings.
Our 25th Annual Gala Luncheon was held
in May at the Cedar Hill Golf Club, and all
enjoyed the concert performed by some
of our festival, scholarship and bursary
winners. Past President Pat Williamson,
a member of this Branch since 1982,
was presented with a beautiful hanging
basket and card, in recognition of
her exemplary service during her six
years as President and many more in
other executive roles. There was warm
applause from all present.
Connie Foss More was our pedagogy
speaker at our March General meeting,
and she gave an engaging presentation
on the Kodaly method. At our September
General Meeting Catharine Kemp-Roth
presented “Growing Healthy Hands”, a
master class on the importance of proper
hand position.
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The Canada Music Week® Breakfast
meeting was held at the Cedar Hill
Golf Course on November 23rd and
Jean Ethridge was our featured
speaker and clinician. She presented a
retrospective on her life and work, and
later adjudicated the Murray Adaskin
Composition Competition held on
November 26th. Sylvia Rickard assisted
with introductions and hosted Jean
during her time in Victoria.
Our Annual General Meeting was held
on January 18th, 2017, followed January
21th by the Madeleine Till Open Piano
Competition. Ya Ping Huang, student of
May Ling Kwok, was the winner, and once
again Tom Lee Music provided our venue.

Barbara Penty

Thank you to everyone that sent
in reports. For the next issue it
will be a branch highlight
Thanks

Dina

Progressions
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CFMTA/FCAPM National Piano Competition

T

he CFMTA/FCAPM National Piano Competition for 2017 was
held in Baltimore, Maryland USA as part of the CFMTA/MTNA
Commemorative Conference.

Marcus Masaites, the winner of the BC Piano Competition in September 2016,
represented British Columbia at the competition. There were six competitors
in the competition representing the provinces of British Columbia, Alberta,
Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Ontario and Quebec. Marcus, along with the
competitors from Manitoba and Quebec, was selected to play in the final
round held on Tuesday March 21, 2017 in the afternoon. After thrilling
performances by all three finalists, Marcus was chosen as the third place
winner. Congratulations Marcus – you did us proud!

L to R: Markus Masaites - BC, Yong-Hi Moon Judge,
Louisa Lu - Alberta, Paul Williamson - Manitoba,
Dr. James Litzelman - Judge, Andrew Fu - Ontario,
Christine Pan - Quebec, Dr. Woobin Park - Judge,
Kathryn Wagner - Nova Scotia.

Paul Williamson, representing Manitoba, was the first place winner. Paul
represented BC at the CFMTA/FCAPM National Piano Competition held in
Halifax in 2013.
It was wonderful and inspiring to hear all the competitors play – Canada was
well represented in Baltimore. We look forward to the next competition to be
held in Winnipeg in 2019!

Joanne Lougheed

For Sale

Kawai Piano KG-2E 5’10”
SN 1989508
•
•
•
•

It is in very good condition
Recently professionally tuned
Cleaned and evaluated
Original owner

$5,500
Phone 604 222 1870 or 604 250 1870
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BCRMTA - News
Provincial Registrar’s Report - Spring 2017
Registration for the 2017 - 2018 year began January 1, 2017 and concluded March 1.
Late registration commenced March 2nd and is ongoing throughout the year.
716 of 912 renewals took place online. In our third year of
online renewal, some members still experience frustration
with forgetting the deadline (in spite of reminders from
treasurers and having two months to renew), attempting to
input a personal password (no password is required), or in
navigating PayPal (some browsers and/or devices have difficulty,
an acceptance box must be checked to proceed). Overall the

process has gone quite smoothly. Just a note - the name and
the address which you use in your online renewal is what will
be used for the mailing list as well as for the website listing.
If a member needs to use a specific name to use a particular
credit card (for example) there is a place to leave a note for the
registrar to clarify. If your mailing address requires a post office
box number, please include that in the address.

The branch tallies as of April 6, 2017 are:
Branch			

Members

Up or down from last year

01 Abbotsford			

27

down

02 Chilliwack			

24

up

03  Coquitlam / Maple Ridge

70                                

up

04  East Kootenay

  7

up

05 Kelowna			 15			down
06  Mid Island

46

up

07 Mission			

2

down

08 Nelson			

5			

down

09  North Island

25

down

10 North Shore			

67			

same

11 Prince George		

10			

up

12 Richmond			 96			down
13 Shuswap			

10

down

14 South Fraser			

101

up

15 South Okanagan		

11			

down

16 Sunshine Coast		

15			

up

17  Trail / Castlegar

  4                                            down

18 Vancouver			

195

up

19 Vernon			 18			down
20 Victoria			

123

up

21 Provincial Members		

24			

up

22 STA Members			

17			

down

Total			912
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BCRMTA - News
Provincial Registrar’s Report - Spring 2017 - cont.
Our current membership stands at 912.
Ten of these are new members and one is an interprovincial
transfer. STA members are in Abbotsford (2), Chilliwack (1),
Coquitlam Maple Ridge (4), Mission (1), Shuswap (1), South
Fraser (2), Trail/Castlegar (1), Vancouver (2), and Victoria (3).
Our membership at this time last year was 920 so we are down
slightly. Typically, the year ends with an increase of about 50 60 members who renew their membership during the year.
Each year we have a number of teachers who apply for
membership, are accepted, and then fail to renew their
membership for the next year. These new members will receive
a gentle reminder once the deadline has passed, encouraging
them to continue their membership, and, if they do not wish to
do so, requesting them to return their membership certificates.
Last meeting we unveiled the new name for the former
discipline of ‘Theory Specialist’ and the means to achieve a

Recital Space
Vancouver - West Side
Kerrisdale Community Centre
5851 West Boulevard, Vancouver
604-257-8100
Rooms for 15 to 150 people:
Voice, Piano, Instrumental
For Details on Rooms, Costs, and Conditions
Please see our Brochure at
www.kerrisdalecc.com

Kerrisdale Community Centre Society
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Professional Theory Instructor standing. All those teachers
who previously had a Theory Specialist designation have now
been listed as Professional Theory Instructors. Three teachers
have since submitted information to have the discipline of
Professional Theory Instructor added to their listings.
• Liz Munro - Coquitlam Maple Ridge
• Wendy Maggiora - Victoria
• Joyce Janzen - Abbotsford.
BCRMTA has received a request to list Tabla (Indian drum) as a
discipline. This request has gone to the Board of Examiners who
have investigated, considered and recommended its addition.
Email is a wonderful tool for communication both for members
and non-members alike - as evidenced by the 1200 messages in
the ‘Trash’ of the registrar’s mailbox.
Due to the advanced age of the Locator software, data was not
always consistent. Once the website has been moved and is up
and running, a new piece of Locator software will be installed
and activated. Please be patient with us during this learning
process!

25 Year Pins
This year we have the pleasure of recognizing 16 members who
will receive their 25 year pin: (These members joined in 1992)
• Marlene Sabo
Coquitlam Maple Ridge
• Donna Goodwin-Wilson
Nelson
• Eleonore Krullaarts
North Island
• Winnie Lau 			
Richmond
• Janet Marcotte
South Okanagan
• Adele Clark			Vancouver
• Dr. Carla Dodek
Vancouver
• Laura Elliott
Vancouver
• Cindy Leung
Vancouver
• David Morse
Vancouver
• Karin Plato			Vancouver
• Tami Rizzo			Vancouver
• Takuhi Sedefci		
Vancouver
• Elaine Tseng			Vancouver
• Dr. Allison Star
Victoria
• Alice Wiens 			
Provincial Member Kamloops
Congratulations to each one!

Spring 2017

BCRMTA - News
Congratulations to our members that have 50 plus years with BCRMTA
50 year memberships (listed in order of length of membership from oldest downwards)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hilda Reimer		
Dianne Warren
Joyce Dyck
Virginia Lowrie
Donna Fishwick
Ernst Schneider
Margaret Brew
Paloma de la Guerra
Beth Lloyd
Armande Morton
Maureen Hollins
Catherine Wilson

Abbotsford
North Shore
Chilliwack
North Island
Vancouver
South Okanagan
South Fraser
Victoria
Trail / Castlegar
Victoria
South Fraser
North Island

BCRMTA Associate Teachers’ Award
Each year, the BC Registered Music Teachers’ Association
presents an award to the student receiving the highest
aggregate mark in the Associate Teachers Diploma offered by
four conservatories:
• BC Conservatory of Music
• Canada Conservatory
• Royal Conservatory of Music
• Victoria Conservatory of Music.

The award consists of a $125. scholarship and a one-year free
membership in BCRMTA. This year we only have one winner
from the Royal Conservatory of Music:

Austin Han Jie Wang - Vancouver
Congratulations and welcome to BCRMTA.

Joyce Janzen - BCRMTA Registrar

Professional Development - Spring 2017
So far I have received two applications for the Professional
Development grant for the fiscal year March 1, 2017 to February
28, 2018. They are from North Island and Prince George
branches.
North Island branch’s students and teachers are composing
their own works for inclusion in a book.  They are planning a
composition workshop and a set of performances in November
to introduce these original pieces.

Both groups are still in negotiation with clinicians and will have
more information on this in the future.
Three additional grants can be given out for the fiscal year.  
The other branches eligible are Kelowna, Mission, Nelson,
Shuswap, Trail/Castlegar and Vernon.

Liz Munro - Professional Development Chair

Prince George is also planning events in November. Three
Masterclasses for students plus an afternoon lecture for
teachers are in the works.
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BCRMTA - News
Young Artist Tour Report - April 2017
Markus Masaites performed five concerts throughout the
province in January and February, charming and inspiring
audiences. Young Artists continue to exceed the expectations
of the audiences they play for.
Host branches for this year’s tour were: Chilliwack, Sunshine
Coast, Quesnel, Mid-Island and North Island. All branches
commended Markus’ playing. And most had wished there were
more members in the audience.
The benefits of committing to hosting a Young Artist concert
cannot be overstated. These uniquely intimate concerts give
students a chance to meet and interact with someone just a

little further along than they are. Parents see that dedication
and hard work lead to opportunities, and the Young Artist finetunes his or her performance techniques and stage presence.
Partnering with CFMTA limits the costs to the branch while
ensuring the Young Artist is compensated (CFMTA cover travel
costs and provides a $100 stipend for each concert).
The next Young Artist Tour will follow the 2018 B.C. Piano
Competition.

Susan Schleppe - Young Artist Chair

B.C. Piano Competition Report - April 2017
The B.C. Piano Competition continues to be an outstanding way
of encouraging, promoting and advancing the abilities of our
students.
In last year’s competition, eight branches were represented.
In the past, awards have been enhanced through sponsorship
by Westland Insurance (a $250 award) and Canada Music Centre
(a $250 award). Both sponsors have indicated a willingness to
continue their sponsorship.
In light of the fact that both of these awards match the amount
of the third place prize, I would love to see the third place prize
increased to $300. In like manner, raising the second place prize
to $500 would recognize the cost of being involved in such a
competition.
Our current rules state that there will be no biographies printed
in the B.C. Piano Competition program; however, for the past
two competitions biographies have in fact been included.
Perhaps it would be better to eliminate this “rule” leaving it up
to the host of the competition to determine whether or not
they wish to include biographies. We are asking competitors to
include a biography with their application, and a biography is
a requirement for the National Piano Competition. I personally
love featuring these students in our Provincial Magazine raising
the profile of the competition.
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While on the subject of biographies, B.C. continues a policy of
not mentioning teachers’ names while the national competition
does not have such a policy. This discrepancy doesn’t seem to
serve us well. I do like the concept of students representing a
branch as opposed to a specific teacher (and in fact many of
our entrants study with more than one teacher); I wonder if
we might consider suggesting a similar policy in the National
Competition.
I am very aware of the constraints under which our competition
is run. Holding a piano competition in a hotel imposes some
definite difficulties. Extraneous noise can be distracting for
performers and audience alike. Where an alternative exists, I
would love to see the competition held in a venue designed to
optimize acoustics and the listening experience.
The next competition will be held in 2018 and will feature online
registration.

Susan Schleppe - Piano Compeition Chair

Spring 2017

Go ahe ad . Ge t sk ill ed .
...in MUSIC

VCC Music has been training musicians for over 40 years for success on the
world’s stages. Highly regarded for its academic and skills curricula, VCC offers
a two-year diploma and subsequent two-year Bachelor of Applied Music degree.
Both credentials place an emphasis on music and media, career opportunities
and performance techniques.
In addition to classical and jazz, VCC welcomes instrumentalists and vocalists
in rock and popular music, as well as music traditions from other cultures.

Start : September
Auditions : Late January and early March. Auditions will continue through the

spring in areas where space is available.

Scholarships : Over $50,000 in entrance scholarships available.
Attend an info session :
Learn more about our programs, the application
process, and speak directly to faculty and staff.

Learn more : Email: music@vcc.ca

VCC .CA/INFOSESSION

BCRMTA - News
Facebook Goes Live!!
There was silence as the room held its breath. The button was pushed……anticipation…. then
cheers as we went Live!
The official BCRMTA Provincial Facebook page is now up and running: BCRMTA.Provincial is
where you will find us. The team, led by Mimi Ho with Colleen Branson, Dina Pollock, Jammy
Smith, and Victoria Warfield, created our first foray into Social Media. This was a surprisingly
difficult task but the outcome is a thoughtful, fair, and careful framework for a successful – and
useful – social media presence. We will have a very lean page at first as we gather new things to
share. The page will act as a placeholder that will introduce our organization and drive people
searching for us to our website. It is not meant to be promotional - the posts will relate strictly
to Provincial events such as the Young Artist Tour, Provincial Conferences, Student Composer
and National Piano Competitions, Branching Out events and CFMTA/FCAPM programs. To
follow us on Facebook, simply click “Like” at the top of the Page. Then give yourself a double
gift and share the BCRMTA Provincial Page with your colleagues and friends and ask them to
“Like & Share” our Facebook page too. https://www.facebook.com/BCRMTA.Provincial

Mimi Ho - FaceBook Committee Chair

Heritage Fund & Branching Out
Heritage Fund Report

CFMTA/FCAPM – Branching Out 2017

The BCRMTA Heritage Fund continues to support Branches
across the province. The Advertising Project for the 2016
- 2017 fiscal year saw nine grants totalling $2149.00 paid
out. Two competitors in the BC Piano Competition held in
September 2016 received a total of $500.00 to help with
travel costs incurred to participate in the competition.

Celebrate Canada’s 150th Birthday! The CFMTA Branching Out
project will take place during
the next two fiscal years and
will be an event to celebrate
the 150th birthday of Canada.
Celebrating
Canada’s 150
This program event will be
Branching Out
ongoing throughout the year
from January 1st –  December
31st 2017. RMTA Branches
throughout Canada will receive
from CFMTA/FCAPM $100
toward their birthday event
expenses. This is available to
each branch for one event
through the year 2017.  

The project for the 2017 - 2018 fiscal year supports our
branches in the celebration of Canada’s 150th birthday.  
Branches that hold a public music event during the period
January 1, 2017 – December 31, 2017 will qualify for a
$200.00 grant from the Heritage Fund.
Details can be found on the BCRMTA website at
www.bcrmta.bc.ca

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF MUSIC TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS
FÉDÉRATION CANADIENNE DES ASSOCIATIONS DES PROFESSEURS DE MUSIQUE

Providing leadership in music education across Canada

For more information - www.cfmta.org/en/branching-out
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Our new Executive Officers
Left to Right:
Joyce Janzen - Registrar
Anita Perry - Secretary
Matthew Chan - Treasurer
Joanne Lougheen - President
Mimi Ho - 1st Vice President
Cindy Taylor - Past President

Tribute to Carol Schlosar - BCRMTA Executive 2001 – 2017
The Executive of BCRMTA would like to thank Carol Schlosar for the abundance of
work and energy she contributed to our organization over the past sixteen years.
She has been a wonderful colleague, friend and mentor, always there to encourage
each of us to higher standards of knowledge and excellence.  Her term of office is now
complete. It is with sadness that we say goodbye to such an excellent leader.  
BCRMTA has benefitted from Carol’s numerous accomplishments for which we are
extremely grateful.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bringing the BCRMTA website to a reality
Served as our webmaster for many years
Established a proper Finance Committee
Was a member of the committee that created the Heritage Fund which provides annual
projects that benefit our branch membership.
Worked with the government in a five-year battle to keep our Legislative Act.
Helped create the new Teacher Associateship Awards
Opened the door for BCRMTA to accept international memberships
Started the Grow BCRMTA committee which resulted in perks to our members
and directives to encourage continued growth.

As our BCRMTA delegate for many years, to CFMTA/FCAPM, Carol has brought about a
wonderful change to open, friendly and cooperative discussions at those meetings.
Her retirement from the executive of BCRMTA will leave a huge void in our organization
and our hearts. We wish Carol well in her new lazy days of retirement and painting.
Thank – you for devoting these past many years to BCRMTA.
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Deeper appreciation. Immersive understanding.

CELEBRATE THEORY
helps you give your students more.

Theory (elementary–intermediate):
• 9 volumes, 2 answer books
• Comprehensive practical activities,
written exercises, exploration
of repertoire
History (advanced):
• 3 immersive volumes exploring the
styles, genres, composers, and works
that shaped musical milestones from
the Middle Ages to the Modern Era

Visit your local retailer or purchase online.
celebratetheory.com
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BCRMTA - News
Tribute to Lois Kerr BCRMTA from 2005 – 2017
It is my absolute pleasure to have the honour of paying tribute to Lois Kerr who has been the
Treasurer of BCRMTA for the past twelve years. It is with gratitude that we thank Lois for her
dedication and commitment to our organization. She will be greatly missed on our provincial
council executive, however, our loss is CFMTA’s gain. Lois has a new and exciting new role as
treasurer of CFMTA/FCAPM.
Lois became the Provincial delegate of the Richmond branch in 1995 and since that time a
lifelong friend to many of us throughout our organization. With her kind, gentle manner and
her quiet demeaner, Lois showed us by example how to listen to each other. When she speaks,
it is with the voice of wisdom.
BCRMTA has been extremely fortunate to have been the beneficiary of Lois’s skill and expertise
with her management of our organization’s finances. She is leaving things in excellent shape for our next
treasurer.
Lois has patiently taken each of us by the hand during our role as Finance
Chair and taught us with gentle guidance through this learning process.
Her excellent work as our Provincial Treasurer has raised BCRMTA to a
position of envy across Canada in CFMTA/FCAPM. Now CFMTA/FCAPM has
stolen her from us.
Lois is a rare gem that will forever be cherished by our organization. She will
be profoundly missed as a member of the Provincial Executive and at the
Provincial Council meetings.
We wish Lois well in her new position on the national Board.  Thank – you for
your many years of service and passionate dedication to BCRMTA.

Joanne Lougheed New President of BCRMTA
At the recent Annual General Meeting of the BCRMTA General Council the
delegates elected Joanne Lougheed as the new President of our organization.
Joanne is a member of the Coquitlam branch and has been on the executive of
BCRMTA over the past eight years through her term as 2nd and 1st vice president
as well as holding the position of Finance Committee Chair, and Convenor of the
CFMTA/FCAPM National Conference 2015. Her skills and leadership expertise
will be wonderful assets that will benefit the future work of BCRMTA.
It is with great pleasure that we welcome her leadership as our provincial
president.
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BCRMTA - News
BCRMTA Welcomes New Treasurer
At the recent BCRMTA Annual General meeting your Provincial delegates unanimously
voted in our new treasurer Matthew Chan. Matthew is a member of the Vancouver
branch and holds a degree in Business Administration. He is highly qualified to take
over this position on our executive. There will be a transition period in which both our
former treasurer, Lois Kerr, and new treasurer, Matthew Chan, will be working together
to facilitate this changeover.
Matthew was invited as our guest to attend the April meeting where he experienced
the workings of our association. This gave him the opportunity to meet and be
welcomed by the provincial delegates and executive after he officially became our new
treasurer.
We are very excited to begin this new journey with Matthew knowing that he will be a
very vital asset to BCRMTA. Welcome Matthew!

Matthew Chan is a native Chinese
musician who was born and raised in
Hong Kong. He speaks fluent English,
Cantonese, Mandarin and Japanese. He
can also converse in French, Italian and
German. He attended the University
of Wisconsin, Madison in the US and
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration double major

in Accounting and Japanese. He has
a great passion in music and started
studying piano, voice and theory since
he was enrolled in preparatory school
in Hong Kong. He continued pursuing
his music studies in Vancouver, BC, after
his immigration to Canada twenty years
ago. He obtained his DipABRSM in Piano
Teaching and also his Certificate in Music

Conducting at Capilano University in
North Vancouver. Apart from his music
credentials, he is also an entrepreneur
in the print music wholesale industry.
Through the years of running his
own business, he established strong
connections with many music teachers
and music schools in the Lower Mainland.

HAVE YOU MOVED ?
To ensure your Progressions Magazine and the Canadian
Music Teacher Magazine is delivered, please update your
address on the website or with our Provincial Registrar.
- Thank you!
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MAKE YOUR MARK
PLAY YOUR

“Skilled, professional
instructors who are
passionate, kind,
approachable, and
genuinely care.”

passion
“The VCM provides
a very warm and
welcoming
atmosphere, and
excellent learning
environment for each
individual’s unique
talents and needs.”
- VCM Students

VCM DEPARTMENT OF
POSTSECONDARY STUDIES

Accredited through Camosun College

Certificate and Diploma programs in:
CONTEMPORARY | CLASSICAL
MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

let’s
hear
you!
postsecondary@vcm.bc.ca
250.386.5311 ext. 2190
900 Johnson Street
Victoria, BC V8V 3N4

CAMOSUN.CA / MUSIC-PERFORMANCE
CAMOSUN.CA / MUSIC-TECHNOLOGIES
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The Pianist’s Tool Box:
Developing Pianism through Technique in Repertoire
by Mary Tickner

S

ome years ago, I began to anticipate problems in
advanced repertoire by applying some of the problems
to the basic technical exercises assigned to the student.
This occurred after reading Alfred Cortot’s prefacing comments
to his 1914 edition of Chopin’s Etudes (Op.25) and I quote:

“The essential principle of this method is to practice not so
much the difficult passages taken as a whole, but the particular
difficulty it presents by reducing the latter to its elements. This
principle will hold good for all pianoforte practicing; it does
away with mechanical work which degrades the study of art...
and through it may appear superficially slow, ensures in fact,
definite progress”
No one questions that there is a need for basic exercises and
drills but working exclusively on a Czerny exercise will ultimately
lead to a perfect Czerny exercise, unless the same passage
occurs in a Beethoven Sonata. I also found that concentrating
only on the mechanics of technique (scales, triads, octaves,
chord, arpeggios, trills, double 3rds, etc.) was not only boring
but was also damaging because the student was using only
their visual and kinesthetic skills and ignoring the aural skills .
. . except to recognize a wrong note! My mantra became OUR
EARS ARE OUR GREATEST TEACHERS!
William Newman pointed out that a typist learns to type by
typing and an accountant by doing daily accounts. My thinking
was why not find the same types of patterns in repertoire that
could be used in developing my students technical skills so that
when they encountered a similar problem in a piece, they would
be ready.
The first step was to ascertain what composers actually write.
A shock came when I found that composers rarely write scales
hands together unless they are in combinations with 3rds,
6ths and frequently did not begin on the tonic note! Only in
concertos and chamber works are scales played unison and
parallel. When I began to list the many ways of playing scales, I
began to introduce them to my students. Thanks to my guinea
pig students who were wonderfully cooperative, together we
began to solve problems before they were encountered. I also
found that they became quite creative about using rhythms
and accents and evaluating different fingerings to facilitate the
playing.

					

Space does not permit the complete list of the numerous
ways all our technical skills are modified by composers so the
following is a partial listing of what composers actually write
using scales: either HS or HT (legato, staccato, chromatic and
parallel); 3rds, double 3rds, contrary motion, combining touches,
rhythmic combinations, beginning in the middle of a pattern,
polytonal scales, hand-over-hand tetrachords: cross-rhythms
and so on. Similarly, one finds arpeggios doing rather unusual
things beyond the normal examination requirements such as
building various arpeggios on single note, contrary motion
and combining different positions. We have octaves in scale
formation, outlining chords, solid, broken, and cross-rhythms.
The same ideas can be applied to chords.
Jane McGrath, in an ancient Clavier article, outlined what a
student would have to be prepared to do when playing the first
movement of Clementi’s Sonatina in C major (Op.36 #1);
• playing a melody over an accompaniment,
• producing an even sound, plus articulation and graceful
phrasing with tonal control, nuance and slurs,
• play legato and maintain an Alberti bass,
• broken 3rds,
• octaves,
• rests.
My final discovery was that many of my younger students were
quite capable of executing alternate note patterns with triads
and really enjoyed learning scales in 3rds (no Grade 10 traumas
there!) and double 3rd (such great flexible fingers). The ideas
presented here are equally applicable to other performance
media such as voice, violin, flute, etc. and it is invaluable in
assessing what repertoire should be assigned to the individual
student. Please feel free to add to my list because there are
always more ideas about technique and using it as a tool to
develop beautiful performances.
Hello members - This is the last article Mary sent prior to her
death. I will miss her and her wisdom.
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A letter written by Helen Dahlstrom
(undated - around 1975)

B

CRMTA is an organization formed to assist music
teachers in their profession in relation to the public,
the students and parent, as well as each other. The
endeavors, business and purpose of the whole organization
from the local branch through the provincial organization to
the federal, are constant:
1. To constantly aim at higher standards of music education
2. Through our association, to co-operate with other musical
organizations
3. To assist and encourage one another within our
association in all musical endeavors
4. To participate in and encourage plans and projects that
promote the art of music.
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It may be possible that our many new members are not aware
of the structure of our organization, so the following is a brief
resume of the administration and formation.
There are three levels of administration. First and foremost is
the local branch, formed for the purpose of stimulating and
maintaining the best teaching in the community, discussing
problems and methods among the members, organizing cooperative projects such as recitals, competitions, Canada Music
Week®, etc., and generally to promote within the district the
importance and dignity of the profession of music teaching.
These aims in turn should grow and develop into and through
the provincial and federal organization, to strengthen and
preserve the profession. A branch may be formed in any locality
where there are qualified and interested teachers.
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A letter written by Helen Dahlstrom
(undated - around 1975)

Each branch may carry on its own business of regular meetings,
election of officers, projects and activities, provided there is
no conflict with the Statute or By-Laws of the Association. The
branch sets its own local fees, and submits to the Provincial
Treasurer (through the local branch treasurer) a fee of $10.00
per year, per member, $3.00 of which is sent to the Canadian
Federation of Music Teachers’ Associations, (CFMTA).
Delegates are elected from each branch to attend the Provincial
Council meetings which are held twice a year (the Annual
meeting during Easter week and the semi-annual meeting in
the fall). The delegate is the liaison between that branch and
the Provincial Council, and should vote in accordance with the
wishes of the branch.
The Provincial Council consists of the above mentioned
delegates who in turn elect officers which forms the Executive
Board. This Board is for the propose of conducting the business
affairs of the Provincial Council and attending the routine
matters requiring attention between the Provincial Council
meetings. The Executive Board meets at intervals between the
annual and semi-annual meeting, and the minutes of these
meetings are distributed to every delegate, branch Presidents
and Secretaries.
A Provincial Convention is held biennially in the even years,
alternating with the CFMTA Convention in the odd years. The
Provincial Council may send three delegates to the CFMTA
Convention meetings, such delegates consisting of the
President, and two other nominated by the Provincial Council.
However, any member of the Provincial association has the
privilege of attending the Convention and take advantage of the
lectures, discussions and programs.

					

The executive of CFMTA consists of the Provincial delegates
and from this body the officers are nominated and elected, viz.
the President and Vice-Presidents, one from each represented
province. Various other officers are also nominated and elected
from the remainder of the delegates.
It must be realized that each member is a part of the whole
and the strength of the organization lies with each individual
and what he has to offer. It should be the responsibility of each
and every member to participate in the regular meetings of the
branch and to be aware of the business of not only the branch,
but the full scope of both the BCRMTA and CFMTA. A copy of
the Provincial By-Laws is supplied to each person upon joining
the Association.
The importance of the private music teacher is growing – in
fact there is dire necessity for the work we are doing. No longer
does the child have the advantage of basic musical training
in the schools, while all about him his ears are bombarded
with ugly, tasteless and cheap sounds that pass as music. We
practically stand alone in offering any kind of musical education
to the child, so our responsibility is great.
This then is the reason for our existence. The organization for
organization’s sake is not the criterion. BCRMTA cannot be a
strong, useful Association unless we are cognizant of the value
and worth of why we are associated, and have a clear vision of
the purpose of our profession within the organization. There is
much to be done to develop our aims, but unless we have a firm
understanding of, and dedication to the fundamentals of our
usefulness, all our efforts will be in vain.

Spring 2017

-  Helen Dahlstrom
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Ask Lori - Teaching Tips for Everyday Lessons
by Lori Elder
Notation by Anita Perry

Q. How can I teach my students to play soft endings? Often they
play so faintly that the sound disappears, or not all the notes of a
chord sound. Or they play too loudly because they’re not able to
control the sound. My student is doing the Faure Improvisation
in the Level 9 RCM Etudes book.
Blair Galston - Vancouver
A. First of all, it’s good to keep in mind that volume corresponds
to the speed of the hammer striking the strings. So, to play softly
the hammer must strike the strings slower than when playing
loudly. Have the forearms still and the hands firm but not locked
up, then descend slowly into the keys. The fingers have to be
firm so that all the chord notes go down together. The motion
can be generated from the forearm, being sure that the wrist
isn’t tight. The wrist should relax after the keys hit the bottom.
Check that the forearm muscles are also not squeezed tight.
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Example No. 1:

Here is an exercise I use to build control: have the student say
aloud “I will play this note so softly” for each individual note of
the chord.

Spring 2017

Ask Lori - Teaching Tips for Everyday Lessons

Example No. 2:

Lori Elder is well known
as a pianist, teacher,
adjudicator and workshop
presenter. She holds a
Masters Degree in Piano
Performance, a Bachelor of
Music and an ARCT. Lori
has performed in many
regions of Canada and the
United States, and she teaches senior piano and pedagogy in
Prince George, BC. She is a frequent guest on CBC Radio,
and her latest studio CD is Piano Music for Earth Hour.
Lori is on the Board of Directors of Performing Arts BC.

Then do two notes, saying the same thing, then three notes,
until you build all the notes of the chord.
Example No. 3:

Practice softly and slowly, listening for the notes to strike the
bottom together. Watch that the hand and arm are not too
tight.
Another useful exercise is “ghosting practice”. That’s where
you have the student play the chord shape on top of the keys,
not even pushing them down. Then play the chord half way
down, but still with no sound. Then play almost to the bottom
of the key, just to where the sound starts. Do each of these key
depths two times. So instead of taking a loud sound and making
it softer, you are starting with no sound and getting louder. This
usually helps too.
Also, make sure that the second to last note or chord of the
piece (the penultimate note) is not too soft. That way the last
chord can still be softer. Just as students will often crescendo
too soon, they may diminuendo too soon as well.
It’s always good to use your musicality and imagination for
things like this too. Picture something getting farther and
farther away, then try to capture that in sound. Or, think of a
distant memory from a long time ago that’s hard to bring back
to mind, like …when my waist was smaller for instance!

					

Anita (A.D.) Perry is proud to
call the Okanagan her home since
1997. She has written works for
orchestra, concert band, piano,
voice and choir as well as seven
children’s musicals and five ballets.
In 2011 she was honoured with
the Summerland Arts Appreciation Award and in 2014 and
2017 won the CFMTA Call for
Compositions for her piano work
“Skeleton Dance” and her choral work “Go Canada Go”. Perry is
a member of the Canadian League of Composers, an affiliate of the
Canadian Music Centre, and a member of the Society for Composers and Authors. She is President of the South Okanagan Branch of
the B.C. Registered Music Teachers’ Association as well as Provincial Secretary for that organization. Perry currently teaches piano,
composition and theory rudiments in Summerland.

Email your questions to
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lorielder@shaw.ca
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Review of New Publications
METHODS

Nita Pelletier
Chilliwack - Piano
Member since 1988

Joyce Janzen
Abbotsford - Piano, Theory
Member since 1983

Janet Marcotte
South Okangan- Piano
Member since 1992

Jean Ritter
Abbotsford - Piano, Theory
Member since 2006
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PIANO JUNIOR
HG Heumann
Schott Hal Leonard
1 Lesson Book		
HL49045447
Performance Book
HL49045449
Duet Book		
HL49045448
Theory Book		
HL49045446
2 Lesson Book		
HL49045450
Performance Book
HL49045453
Duet Book		
HL49045452
Theory Book		
HL49045451
Piano Junior is billed as ‘a creative and
interactive piano course for children’.
Written by Hans-Gunter Heumann, a
freelance composer and author living
in Germany, these new method books
are the latest in his highly successful
pedagogical piano materials which have
been translated into many different
languages. Each level comes with four
books - Lesson Book, Theory Book, Duet
Book and Performance Book. The Lesson
Book indicates which pages of these other
books would coordinate with the current
lesson material.
This series features PJ, an enthusiastic
robot, three children and a dog, who
appear in charming color illustrations
throughout. Layout is attractive, the use
of color is tasteful and appealing, and the
images are whimsical. In addition there
is a vast amount of online material at
piano-junior.com - videos, audio tracks,
rhythm checks, downloadable worksheets,
workouts and sightreading. The website
uses the same graphics as the books and
has very easy navigation to find resources.
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Piano Junior 1
The Lesson book is
divided into ten units,
as well as having a
section on daily finger
fitness, a glossary
page, a certificate of merit and an insert
of flashcards with notes, musical symbols,
terms and rhythms. The initial unit begins
with how the piano works, how to sit at
the piano, the position of the arms, hands
and fingers and more. Unit 2 addresses
keyboard geography and, with large
illustrations, shows how to move from
one group of black notes to another. Unit
3 moves on to rhythm and the student
begins playing black note patterns in
quarter and half note rhythms. Both
British and North American terms are
used - i.e. minim/half note and crotchet/
quarter note. Unit 4 introduces white
notes CDE with an animal for each letter
name - chameleon, dolphin and elephant.
Unit 5 adds F (flamingo) and G (giraffe)
resulting in a C 5-finger position. The
stave, up and down motion of 2nds, treble
clef and bass clef are added in the next 3
units. Unit 9 addresses two to five note
slurs and the interval of a third. The final
unit focuses on playing in the 5-finger
position with accents. ‘Corners’ such as
composing, improvising, action, playing,
technique, ear training, memory, sightreading and music quizzes are found on
many pages, adding information and
helpful activities.
The Performance Book and Duet book,
which coordinate with the Lesson book,
have very few illustrations and are in
black and white only. In the performance
book, a few of the early pieces have
duet accompaniments. The duet primo
and secondo parts are roughly equal in

Review of New Publications - cont.

difficulty. Some of the music is original,
some drawn from folk tunes of various
countries, children’s songs or classical
masterpieces. The Theory book has
more illustrations, clear instructions and
helpful comments, and has the addition
of the color red. Ear training, sight
reading and transpositiong exercises are
included.
Piano Junior 2
Another ten units in
Lesson Book 2 introduce
intervals of 2nds, 3rds,
4ths and 5ths, seven
consecutive notes (C
to B, divided into CDE
and FGAB) which add
new notes A alligator and B bear,
middle C 5-finger position, eighth
and whole notes, G 5-finger position,
independence of the hands, articulation,
sharp and flat signs and dotted quarter
notes. The Duet and Performance
books have more illustrations as well as
more difficult pieces. The Theory book
continues with expanding theoretical
concepts as well as adding more
challenging ear training, sight reading
and transposition exercises.
The Level 2 books appear to move more
quickly than Level 1 - taking more time
to address basic concepts in Level 1 and
then progressing more rapidly in Level 2
as the student becomes more skilled.
It is obvious that a lot of time, skill
and knowledge has gone into the
development of this innovative and
comprehensive series. Many concepts
are addressed in an integrated fashion
without overwhelming the student.

					

The additional materials online provide
extra resourses for the teacher or an
involved parent. If you are looking for
something new and different in a piano

method, I would encourage you to check
this one out!
Joyce Janzen

MRU CONSERVATORY

Pedagogy of Harmony
Inspiring musical education

This one week course offers teachers of Harmony an inspiring approach to teaching that engages the
potential “whole” musician in each student — listener, performer, and composer. The teaching of all
foundational aspects of the standard Canadian conservatories’ Harmony curriculum, from essential
materials to form, will be addressed in this refreshingly realistic context.
Upon completion of this course, participants will:
•
•
•
•
•

Articulate the interrelation of Harmony with the subjects of History and Performance
Champion the critical role of creativity in the practical involvement with all materials
Recognize the far-reaching merit of the role of structured listening in the teaching of Harmony
Comprehend the importance of a strategic approach to the study of Harmony
Define and demonstrate the Baroque 4-part chorale as the model structure for the Common Practice period

CRN 1004
CRN 1005

July 17 – 21, 2017
July 24 – 28, 2017

9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

$249
$249

register today

403.440.6821 | mru.ca/conservatory

Spring 2017

Progressions

39

Review of New Publications - cont.
SUPPLEMENTAL
Alfred Favorite Solo Series
These are books that have each composer’s
best-loved published piano solos compiled in a
graded collection.
FAVORITE SOLOS BOOK 1
by Melody Bober
Alfred Publishing 44957
This volume is made up
of nine descriptive and
lyrical pieces. Six pieces
relate to the night, mystery
and Halloween. The other
three are all about fun with
descriptive titles like - Pillow Fight and
Boogie Train. At this level they are mostly
in C major position with changes to G
and or F position. Accidentals of one flat
or sharp are used as well as notation for
8va. Each piece has an accompaniment for
teacher or older student. All of them have
great melodies.
Janet Marcotte

FAVORITE SOLOS BOOK 2
Late Elementary/Early Intermediate
by Melody Bober
Alfred Publishing 44958
In my experience when
composers are asked to
choose their best-loved
solos that they’ve written
throughout their careers
and compile them into
a collection for students, you can’t
go wrong! That’s what you’ll discover
when you explore the 10 original
piano solos in this book! The variety of
styles sounds and moods are sure to
connect with the player. The first piece,
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Basketball Star, includes an optional duet
accompaniment. None of the pieces
exceed three flats or two sharps. There
are numerous chromatic passages, hand
crossing, and chords none of which are
larger than sixths. The music is written in
various registers and some of the pieces
require the use of syncopated pedal.
Both compound and simple time are
explored and the shortest note value is
the eighth note.
As I played through the book I found
pieces that I know students will choose
for their yearend recital piece! Great
music!!
Jean Ritter
FAVORITE SOLOS BOOK 3
Early Intermediate/Intermediate
by Carolyn Matz
Alfred Publishing 44768
This volume of music has
eight descriptive and fun
pieces; one of which is a
Patriotic Suite of three
movements each with a
title – A Lincoln Tribute,
Along the Potomac and Washington’s Fife
and Drum Corps. The other selections are
about nature - such as Morning Snowfall
and Rain Forest Rhapsody. Midnight
Blues has some simple jazz styles and
is very well notated for left hand only.
Octave chords, sixteenth and syncopated
rhythms, pedaling and dynamics
are thorough to encourage musical
performances. Great Recital and Festival
pieces for this level!
Janet Marcotte
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FESTIVAL GEMS
Piano Recital Showcase Book 1
Elementary / Late Elementary
Hall Leonard HL00193548
This volume of music has
ten showy and dynamic
pieces with catchy titles
such as PBJ (peanut
butter and jelly) Blues,
Chimichanga Cha-Cha,
Things That Go Bump in the Night and so
on. Lazy Daisy and Sneakin’ Cake have
a swing rhythm. The pieces progress in
difficulty through the book. Some have
teacher accompaniments.
All are wonderful festival and recital
repertoire with a high student and
teacher appeal.
Janet Marcotte

FESTIVAL GEMS
Piano Recital Showcase Book 2
Early Intermediate / Intermediate
Hall Leonard HL00193587
This volume of ten pieces
has quite a variety of
styles, rhythms, modes
and tempi. Each piece
has challenges for the
intermediate level player.
Dynamics, phrasing and articulation are
well marked. The titles of pieces are all
very descriptive and each piece holds
true to the musical picture of a Caravan,
a Chatterbox, Time Travel, In the Groove,
Jubilation and so on. Quite a selection of
music!
Janet Marcotte

www.rcmusic.ca

“We have been purchasing Yamaha pianos for over twenty years.
e tone, touch, and consistency of Yamaha pianos have made them
the ﬁrst choice of e Royal Conservatory.”
Dr. Peter Simon
President, e Royal Conservatory

y

ca.yamaha.com

Contact 604.599.3315
or music@kpu.ca

kpu.ca/music

Review of New Publications - cont.
SIGNATURE SOLOS BOOK 5
Late Intermediate
selected and edited by Gale Kowalchyk
Alfred Publishing 45051
Wow! This collection
of 9 all-new solos by 9
composers including
Dennis Alexander, Melody
Bober and Martha Mier
is a ten out of ten! It is
such a treat to get to review music at
the time of year when the students
need to choose recital music. Already
three pieces have been selected and one
student asked where she could purchase
the book because she wanted to learn
them all! So what makes this book great?
The music has variety of style and moves
across registers. The pieces are written
in major and minor keys, modulate,
creating contrast and wonderful colour
changes. The titles capture the student’s
imagination and the music reflects the
titles. The articulations vary between
legato and staccato and contain accents,
tenutos, two-note slurs, and ties. The use
of syncopation, pedal and chromaticism
further enhance the music. Each piece
fits nicely under the fingers.
This is a must have! Definitely not a hard
“sell” to students!!
Jean Ritter

					

ETUDES WITH TECHNIQUE BOOK 2
Late Elementary
compiled and edited by Helen Marlais
with Suzanne Torkelson
FJH Music Co. FJH2026
This book is divided into
six units each focusing on a
different technical concept.
Unit 1 is Five- Finger
Patterns. The approach to
each concept is through
the use of imagery so the student
can understand the gesture needed
to produce the correct technique. An
illustration with step by step instructions
begins each unit. Then two simple 4
measure exercises encourage the student
to work out what was described before
moving on to the supporting etudes. Nine
etudes round out unit 1 and each etude
has practice tips that support the concept
being developed. Unit 2 is Two and Three
Note Slurs. The student is encouraged to
memorize the short technical exercises
so that focus can be placed on the
sound being produced and the playing
mechanism in action. Eleven etudes
follow and many reading and articulation
skills are included such as developing
a long musical line in one hand while
the other hand plays two-note slurs.
Hand independence is being developed
as well as great coordination. Unit 3 is
Blocked and Broken Intervals. This unit is
especially useful for learning not to split
the notes of the solid intervals. Only four
etudes follow to work on this concept
and three of these use legato pedal.
Unit 4 deals with Playing Chords and
Inversions. Using the correct fingering
is stressed to enable the proper shift of
weight of the arm and hand. Six etudes
follow; three of which are written by
contempory composers. Unit 5 is Playing
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Staccato. The technique of beginning
staccato notes while resting your fingers
on the keys is designed to produce more
accuracy and to create better tone.
Again there are four etudes to work this
technique. The last unit: Unit 6 is TwoPart Counterpoint. Voicing is the focus in
the five etudes that follow.
This book is well designed and written.
Information about the Pieces and the
Composers is included at the end of the
book. This series is best used with the
“Succeeding with the Masters”, and “The
Festival Collection”. However; having said
that, this is a useful book to have in our
library to deal with the specific technical
issues our students present.
Jean Ritter

THE PIANO PLAYLIST
50 Popular Classics in Easy
Arrangements
SCHOTT HL49045386
This volume presents
easy arrangements of fifty
essential classical favorites,
including works from
the symphonic, operatic
and solo repertoire. This
collection will provide hours of enjoyable
music making. From the relaxing to
the dramatic and the uplifting to the
melancholic, there is music for every
mood and occasion.
Barrie Carson Turner is the arranger and
captures the essence of each piece well.
In our Canadian levels of conservatory
music these ‘easy arrangements’ are
more like Levels 4 – 8.
Janet Marcotte
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Review of New Publications - cont.
DUETS
JOHN WILLIAMS
for Beginning Piano Solo
14 Favorites Arranged for Beginners
Hal Leanard Publishing HL00194545
Everyone is familiar with the
music of John Williams and
so often the young students
ask if they can play the theme
song of one of their favorite
movies…..the young boys
usually ask for Star Wars! Not to disappoint,
this book contains three: Rey’s Theme,
March of the Resistance and Star Wars main
theme. Harry’s Wondrous World and The
Imperial March and of course the theme
from Jaws are sure to captivate our students.
I enjoy encouraging the playing of these
movie themes because the rhythms are
generally challenging and the need to count
is so wonderfully reinforced! Although it
says “arranged for beginners”, don’t be
misled. The music contains sixteenth notes
in a variety of ways: dotted eighths with a
sixteenth, eighth with two sixteenth, a rest
with three sixteenth, and a tie with three
sixteenth. Theme From E.T. has changing
meter. Harry’s Wondrous World uses triplets
as well as changing meter.
There is shifting of registers and melodies
moving between the hands. The key
signatures don’t exceed one sharp however;
there are many accidentals to be found
in many of the pieces. There are no large
chords and the music is written primarily on
the staves with a few ledger lines to C below
the bass staff.

DORIAN WALTZ
Elementary Duet
by Ernst Schneider
Debra Wanless Music ES106
One of six elementary
and late elementary
duets by Ernst Schneider,
this charming duet is
printed in large notes
on the facing pages of
cover stock making it both sturdy,
practical and legible. Written in G
Dorian mode, the Bb is added as an
accidental throughout the piece. The
primo begins with RH only, playing a
gentle lilting two bar motif which is
immediately imitated by the Secondo
RH, then imitated in stretto by the
Secondo LH. The two measure melody
which answers the opening motif in the
Primo, also answers in the secondo,
and is then repeated in sequence. Half
way through the duet, the Primo adds
the LH, which now plays the opening
melodic motif. At the risk of being
petty, I will mention that the opening
two quarter rests in the secondo
RH would be better written as a half
rest. This is a lovely piece of music for
elementary students to learn, both for
its intrinsic musicality as well as for the
compositional techniques it uses.
Joyce Janzen

I would assess this to be at approximately
level 3 - 4 as compared to the RCM grading
system. This is a great book to keep students
engaged in lessons!
Jean Ritter
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A SHORT HIKE
Late Elementary Piano Duet
by Ernst Schneider
Debra Wanless Music ES108
This two page duet
is delightful with its
imitative passages
between the parts.
The Secondo is mostly
staccato with a few
measures of two-note slurs. The music
fits well into 5 finger patterns for the
most part. There is some contrary
chromaticism to add interest. Only
two measures have the Secondo
written using both treble and bass
staves and the rest is written on the
bass staff. The Primo opens the duet
with a g minor descending line which
the Secondo imitates directly after
its announcement. The exchange
between the parts is very engaging.
The largest chord present is a fifth and
apart from a couple of 2nds and 4ths
the Primo is mostly single notes per
hand. There is no key signature but
there are a few accidentals scattered
throughout.
Thirty-two measures of fun!
Jean Ritter

Review of New Publications - cont.
FJH DUETS AT THEIR BEST!
Book 3 Intermediate
FJH Music Co. FJH2258
Book 3 in this series of
four duet books contains
six original pieces by six
American composers
(previously published
as sheet music) and
one arrangement by Nancy Lau of an
opera aria – the gorgeous Flower Duet
from Lakme by Delibes. The duets are
distinctive in character and create
different moods.  At the intermediate
level, Book 3 would be suitable for
students at level 5 - 6. Secondo and
Primo are printed on facing pages with
never more than five staves per page.
Key signatures range up to two sharps
or four flats. FJH duet books are always
consistently excellent quality in choice of
pieces, choice of composers, layout and
engraving of the music. Pedal markings,
suggested metronome speeds and bar
numbers are all included. Notes to
students and teachers by Helen Marlais,
Director of Keyboard Publications for
FJH include ideas about successful
ensemble work: breathing and moving
with your partner and always striving
for good balance between melody and
accompaniment parts. My students
especially enjoyed Bases Loaded by
Melody Bober with its catchy ball park
theme and Funtasia in F minor by Carolyn
Miller with its Spanish rhythms and
running 16th note figures.

FJH DUETS AT THEIR BEST!
Book 4 Late Intermediate
FJH Music Co. FJH2259
Book 4 contains five
original duets by four
American composers:
David Karp, Wynn-Anne
Rossi, Mary Leaf and
Kevin Olson and one
arrangement by Karp of Hopak by
Mussorgsky. Students at level 7 - 8
would enjoy all the pieces in this
collection particularly Soaring by
M. Leaf with its ascending arpeggiated
lines and alteration of ¾ and 6/8 time
signatures. I appreciated the humour
in Hanon Goes Haywire by K. Olson, with
its directive “As fast and even as humanly
possible!” Sure to get a smile from the
audience. Hanon and on and on . . .
Nita Pelletier

RHAPSODY IN BLUE
Gershwin
Hal Leonard HL00125150
Certainly one of the most
iconic pieces of the 20th
century, Rhapsody in Blue
was commissioned by
American jazz conductor
Paul Whiteman and began
life as a two piano composition with the
second piano part later orchestrated by
Ferde Grofe. Rhapsody in Blue brought
jazz into the concert hall and audiences
loved it. Jazz composer and arranger
Brent Edstrom (publisher of almost
50 books for Hal Leonard’s Jazz Piano
Series) has adapted Gershwin’s striking
and exuberant piece for one piano, four
hands. Both Primo and Secondo vie for
attention in the sharing of memorable
melodies and the snap and crackle of
Gershwin’s fascinating rhythms from
both the piano and orchestral parts
of the original score. The 88 keys of
one piano seem barely able to contain
the whole. Rated as Intermediate to
Advanced, I would hesitate to assign this
piece to students lower than level 10.
At 510 bars in length, perhaps the cuts
suggested in the original score (as noted
in Maurice Hinson’s edition) would make
this arrangement approachable for more
students. Most impressive and so fun to
play.
Nita Pelletier

Nita Pelletier
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