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Congratulations Darlene!
It is my pleasure to congratulate BCRMTA’s
own Darlene Brigidear on her new position
as President of the CFMTA! (And thanks to
you, BCRMTA, for sharing her with the rest
of Canada!)
Darlene has served as BCRMTA’s delegate on
the Executive Committee for several years. She
has, for the past two years, served as BCRMTA
delegate and CFMTA Vice President. This
position not only consisted of vice presidential
duties, but also the exhilarating job of Finance
Chair, which Darlene fulfilled with dedication
and flair!
It has been my privilege to work closely with
Darlene, as an officer of the CFMTA, over the
past two years. On this journey, I have come to
know her professionally and personally. I respect
the esteem she has built in her community as a
result of her extraordinary teaching. I admire
her ability provincially to be a fine visionary, always focussing on the solution. Nationally, she has been a
great team player with enthusiasm, ambition and ingenuity.
I would like to congratulate Darlene and wish her all the best in the next two years as she serves the
members of the CFMTA in the capacity of President!
Best wishes,
Peggy L’Hoir
CFMTA Past President

Study Music at
Capilano University
I am so happy I chose Capilano University to begin my post-secondary music studies.
Not only did I feel completely comfortable in the small classes, I was given countless
opportunities that wouldn’t have been possible if I attended any larger institute.
The music faculty is excellent, and I really love how they get to know everyone
personally and offer one on one attention tailored to individual needs.
Karen Nakajima — Graduate
2008 Recipient of the Governor General's Collegiate Bronze Medal

Diploma in Music Program
The program integrates theoretical, historical and performance studies, offering concentrations in:
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This two-year diploma is transferable toward a Bachelor of Music Degree and also provides
the foundation for further studies in Music Therapy, Music Education and the Liberal Arts.
Note: For information regarding music scholarships and bursaries, please visit our web site.

Conducting Certificate in Music
t Graduates of this program will be able to conduct choral
and instrumental ensembles.
t The certificate is designed so that currently active teachers
and musicians may take this program while continuing to
work (TQS credits approved)
t Most classes will be offered in the evening over an 8-month
period — part-time is possible. Small classes (max. 18)
in a personalized learning environment.

For more information:
Web: www.capilanou.ca/programs/music-transfer
E-mail: groberts@capilanou.ca
Call: 604.984.4951
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2055 Purcell Way, North Vancouver, BC V7J 3H5
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the

President’s

message

Carol Schlosar
It’s amazing to see how quickly summer passes. I hope you have all had some time to relax and
perhaps even pursue activities that helped you to restore personally and professionally.
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As I begin my term as President of BCRMTA,
I have been contemplating the challenges we
will be taking on over the next few years. The
construction of new bylaws, raising our public
profile as an organization and trying to increase
our membership during a challenging economic
climate are just a few that come to mind. I feel
privileged to work with an Executive who have
great expertise and commitment to BCRMTA.
We have Committee members and Provincial
delegates who devote countless hours of service
to this organization . Our branches across the
province are active, involved and very supportive.
In such a cooperative atmosphere, we can do
anything!

and I returned with so many new ideas. Our very
own Darlene Brigidear has been elected to steer the
national ship as the President of CFMTA over the
next two years. I know she will do a wonderful job
as she has as President of BCRMTA over the past
four years.

What an amazing week in New Brunswick at the
“Go Maritime in 2009” CFMTA Convention!
My first CFMTA meeting as a delegate was
exciting and inspiring. I came away with a sense
of renewed commitment from all the Provincial
Associations to work together to promote
objectives that can best be achieved by a national
body. Every delegate was welcoming and generous
in sharing information about their associations

As I am foremost a teacher, and this is the start of
our new teaching year, I want to remind you of the
importance of what we do in sharing our gift of
music with our students and our communities. As
Boyanna Toyich remarked in her final address to
the competitors in New Brunswick - “Go forth and
spread beauty in a world that desperately needs it”.

The fun and excitement of convention reminded
me that as teachers we need to be open to new
inspirations and that sharing our ideas with
others keeps us mentally young and professionally
sharp. At the same time, the marvelous music
that continually surrounded us, reinforced that
we are not only an association of teachers but of
performers. It was a wonderful experience.

♪
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Young Artist Tour
by Susan Schleppe

R

aymond Zeng’s Young Artist Tour consisted
of three inspiring concerts during May. He
played for the Chilliwack branch, North
Island and Mid-Island branches. Each concert featured
a blend of original compositions and works by Liszt,
Beethoven, Haydn, and Chopin. All three programs
were slightly different. Mr. Zeng graciously donated
his original art work to be raffled off at each of the
concerts.

The concerts in Nelsen and Trail had to be cancelled
as the Zeng’s had been planning to drive and health
issues made that impractical.
Raymond’s playing is dramatic. He seems never to
lose the enjoyment or excitement of presenting music
to an audience no matter how demanding the piece
may be. BCRMTA are fortunate to have Raymond
representing us in the Young Artist Competition.
♪

“Go Maritime in 2009” Convention in Sackville NB
by Carol Schlosar, Joanne Lougheed and Linda Sheppard

M

ount Allison University in Sackville NB was
the perfect setting for the “Go Maritime in
2009” CFMTA convention. Dating back
to 1839, the buildings are elegant and the grounds
beautiful. The sunshine followed us from BC so that
Sackville and the surrounding wetlands sparkled. An
excellent start to our week of education, information
and just plain fun! With more than 100 registrants at
the conference, BC was well represented with twelve
members who thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie of
teachers from all across Canada.
The Wednesday Luncheon and the CFMTA Annual
General Meeting was an opportunity to meet and
mingle. President Peggy L’Hoir outlined the many
initiatives and new plans undertaken by our federal

organization. These included collaborative work
with the RCM and Conservatory Canada and many
universities across the county. Among the honored
guests at the luncheon were representatives of the
MTNA (Music Teachers National Association)
Ann Gipson, President and Gary Ingle, CEO.
They extended an invitation to their 2010 convention
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The first annual
Hugheen Ferguson Distinguished Teacher Awards
were presented and BC participants were excited to
hear that Winifred Scott
Wood, sponsored by the
Victoria Branch, was one
of the first recipients of this
honor. Darlene Brigidear, our
Past President, was elected to
the Presidency of CFMTA
and accepted the gavel from
Peggy L’Hoir at the end of the
meeting amidst great cheering
from our BC conventioneers.
The workshops….fantastic! New Brunswick had
followed the lead of the Collaborative Convention
in Toronto and had scheduled multiple workshops
running simultaneusly. Their intention was to find

contiuned on page 33
►
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Branch Reports
ABBOTSFORD
Greetings from the Abbotsford Branch.
It has been a busy spring for our branch as we
hosted our 10th annual Music Festival in May. We
expanded our Festival to include Strings as well and
this added a whole new and exciting dimension to
our festival. We were thrilled to have wonderful
adjudicators again this year and their comments on the
excellent performing and preparation by students and
their teachers was a real boost for everyone that was
involved in the festival. The festival concluded with an
Honors Concert where 51 trophies and scholarships
were presented to students in the piano division as well
as 12 awards and scholarships presented to the string
performers. We were fortunate to have an awesome
Festival Committee once again who had everything in
place and running smoothly. What a privilege to be
part of such a great group of teachers.
We as a branch spent several meetings on the
restructure of our polices as a branch. We had some
inspiring workshops on this aspect of our teaching
given to us by Elsie Goertzen. She had excellent
resources and helped us to come to some new
understanding of what we as teachers and as a branch
need to formulate as far as policies and guidelines. We
plan to finalize our policies in September and have a
final draft ready for teachers to start their teaching year.
Much discussion and debate took place and I believe
brought us together as a group. We concluded our year
with a luncheon and all looking forward to some much
needed rest and relaxation – to once again face the little
and not so little musicians that enter our studio once
again in September.
Happy summer holidays to everyone!

CARIBOO
The Cariboo Branch has 9 members and holds 3
meetings a year.
Our last meeting will be May 4th. We hold 5
Branch recitals a year, the last one on May 11th. Our
Festival runs from April 6th to 23rd, with a Spotlight
on Performers concert and an Honours Concert after
the final classes.

Our Branch is active not only by providing a small
donation but also man power hours filling in as
adjudicators secretary’s, manning the door etc.
CHILLIWACK
It was a pleasure to welcome Raymond Zeng to
Chilliwack for a wonderful concert on May 9. We
wish Raymond all the best in his musical career.
Our spring recitals were held on May 29: Adult
students at 5:45 pm, Junior Students at 6:30 pm and
Senior Students at 8pm. The Stoutjesdyk Memorial
Scholarship was awarded to trumpet student Cameron
Kenis.
In June, we welcomed new members: David Voth,
violin and Lois Voth, piano.
A 50 year BCRMTA membership pin
was presented to Joyce Dyck

25 year pins were presented to
Colleen Denoni and Shirley Isaac. Congratulations!
A lecture on “Preofessional Ethics in the Music
Studio” was presented by Elsie Goerzen (from MCC
Abuse Prevention Program). Lively discussion
followed while we enjoyed a catered lunch to wrap up
our year.
An invitation regarding the 2010 Lions Music and
Dance Festival: it’s an open festival – anyone of any
age in any musical discipline may compete.
To learn more: www.
chiliwacklionsclubmusicanddancefestival.com

►
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Branch Reports
COQUITLAM – MAPLE RIDGE
Our annual North Fraser Music Festival was held
the week of April 20 with adjudicators Dr. Rudy
Rozanski and Tracey Garvin. It was a very successful
event again this year and the coordinators are already
planning for next year. Dates for 2010 are April 19 to
23.
Students of our branch members also had the
opportunity to perform at the Spring Recital at St.
Lawrence Church in Coquitlam on May 24. Our
upcoming Canada Music Week Recital will feature
students performing a commissioned level 5/6 piece by
Teresa Richert entitled Tundra Swan.
We held our spring meeting on May 13. 25-year
pins were presented to Eleanor Dricos, April Smith,
Merilee Friesen, and Karin Andrews. The meeting was
followed by a workshop with Michael Conway Baker
on “Composing Piano Music for Grades 1 – 7.” We
enjoyed beautiful piano music and had the opportunity
to take home souvenir CDs. Planning for 2009 – 2010
workshops is underway.
Our grand finale for the season was a luncheon
at April Smith’s home on June 5. Several members
attended and enjoyed a delicious lunch and great
company.
Be a Quay Player at the Quay in New Westminster,
September 24 – 26, 2010!
Look for more information on Convention 2010 in
this issue and upcoming issues of Progressions.

In Memoriam
Margaret Webb

Member of the Sunshine Coast Branch since 1989



Faith Choi

Member of the Richmond Branch since 1984
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EAST KOOTENAY
A number of popular events wrapped up the East
Kootenay Music Teachers’ Association music year:
In March, our teachers organized a ‘Music-a-thon’
which was presented Friday, Saturday and Sunday
in Cranbrook’s Tamarack shopping centre. Music
students from the East Kootenays were invited to
perform in this event. The 12 hour marathon concert
presented music from all genres and raised awareness
of the EKMTA and its scholarship fund. Donations
from this event were added to the EKMTA scholarship
account.
In April, our newly added ‘All Girls Recital’ was
presented at Joseph Creek Care Village. This concert
provided a performance opportunity for many students
who were preparing for the East Kootenay Festival
of the Performing Arts. EKMTA scholarships were
presented at the EK Festival of the Performing Arts
showcase concert. April concluded with an EKMTA
sponsored piano program of jazz standards, light
classics and duets which was presented by ‘The Kunst
Duo: Derek Stoll and Linda Kundert-Stoll’.
Our annual gala concert of the year, ‘Sonatina
Sunday’ was held in May. This is a very well-received
annual event in Cranbrook. Teachers and students
were dressed in period costume or formal dress. The
concert was held in our world-famous Canadian
Museum of Rail Travel’s Alexandra Hall with
performances on a historic 1864 Broadwood and Sons
concert grand piano. An elegant reception followed the
concert.
At our Year End Luncheon meeting, members
supported a request from the guest speaker to assist in
the raising of funds to purchase a new grand piano for
the Canadian Museum of Rail Travel.
EKMTA is presently preparing for a pedagogy
workshop in October presented by Colleen Athparia.
Colleen, a clinician from Calgary with close to 30
years of RCM examination experience, will present
‘Polishing the Apple’ and ‘Creative Ways of Practising’.
We are enthusiastically looking forward to Colleen’s
many refreshing ideas that will kick start the
2009/2010 music year.
Our EKMTA members send their best wishes for a
relaxing and refreshing summer.

Branch Reports
KELOWNA
The Kelowna Branch RMT held our annual general
meeting on April 3, 2009. The final recital of the year
was held at Okanagan College on May 3. It was greatly
attended and enjoyed by all. We celebrated the end of
the year with a luncheon at Jakx Restaurant on June
12, where we said goodbye to Lela Bourne; long-time
member who retired this year.

MID-ISLAND
A year-end meeting and potluck dinner provided an
enjoyable social for our members’ year-end.
In May our branch was happy to host a
performance recital by Raymond Zeng the winner of
the B.C. Piano Competition.
A spring recital was held and honoured the winner’s
of the Joan Gosselin Music Writing Competition,with
students performing their own compositions.
Also at the recital, book awards were presented
to students who have completed all requirements for
grades 8, 9, 10,and ARCT.
Plans are in the works for a fall workshop/
masterclass with clinician Jamie Syer.
Happy Summer to all.

MISSION
No report submitted

NELSON
No report submitted

NORTH ISLAND
The North Island RMT Branch is very pleased to
welcome four new members to our branch since Sept.
We currently have 24 branch members, 3 non-teaching
members and 2 Student Auxiliary members.
We hold monthly meetings that are preceded by
a Program presented or chaired by one of our branch
teachers or presented by an invited guest. Some of our
program topics this year have included: “Teaching
Students to Practice Properly”, “The Pros and Cons of
Group Classes / Ideas and Activities”, “Book Club” –
sharing of new books and music books, “Incorporating
and Teaching Alternative Musical Styles”, “Early
Childhood Music #3” (the third program on this
topic), “Maintaining the Health of the Musician”, and
“Recovery Room” – sharing of teaching problems and
frustrations. ☺
A number of our members attended the wonderful
Harrison Hotsprings Conference last September
hosted by the Chilliwack branch. Thank - you to the
Chilliwack branch for all of their work.
Our branch (in conjunction with the C.R. Friends
of Music and the Comox Valley Piano Society)
sponsors a number of concerts throughout the year.
The Canada Music Week Concert was well attended.
In Nov. Glen Montgomery, of Lethbridge Alberta,
presented a concert and masterclasses. Branch
members Elleonore Krullaarts and Lynn Robinson
prepared a wonderful concert of duet repertoire. There
were two very successful and exciting concerts for
children: one sponsored by the Comox Valley Piano
Society called “Kids and Music” which included
performances by a number of our members; and
one sponsored by the Campbell River Friends
►

Are you moving?
To keep BOTH your Provincial and Federal Magazine
coming, be sure to advise the Registrar of your new
address.
Susan Olsen, 13088 Huntley Ave, Surrey BC V3V 6B8
email: registrar@bcrmta.bc.ca
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Branch Reports
NORTH ISLAND - cont.
of Music called “Not Another Piano Recital” (look in
the spring edition of the “Progressions” magazine for
details).
Our branch also sponsors the Piano Showcase
Concert at the completion of the North Island Festival
of the Performing Arts. Each student who is invited to
perform in the concert received a ribbon.
The Campbell River Music Week Music Festival
will be happening at the end of April with adjudicator
Graeme Roset as the “Piano Carnival” adjudicator
(beginners – Grade 2 level) and Kelly Charlton
(Victoria Conservatory) as the “Fiesta” adjudicator
(Grades 3 – advanced). The week concludes with
“Cantabile” for voice with adjudicator Karyn Way
(Vancouver) and a Finale Concert of the highlights of
the festival.
This year during Campbell River Music Week we
are very excited to have the premier of the Ruth Scott
memorial “Chopin Piano Competition”. There are 15
student entries into the competition.
We are looking forward to sponsoring Raymond
Zeng, the BCRMTA Piano Competition winner, in a
concert at the end of May and then finishing off the
year with world famous musicians -violinist, Moshe
Hammer, and pianist - Jamie Syer. What a wonderful
way to end a very fruitful year filled with music.

NORTH SHORE
The North Shore Branch has had an active and busy
year. Our Executive committee for the 2008-2009
year included:
Janette Keefe - President
Takuhi Sedefci - Vice President
Pat Holme - Treasurer
Valerie Cook - Newsletter/Secretary
Lorraine Toljanich - Social Coordinator
Diana Marr - Festival Liaison
Diane Sanford - Membership
Carolyn Finlay - Canada Music Week
Donna Symons, Raul Velasco - Private Recitals
We are grateful for all the efforts of our
members and executive.
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Progressions - Fall 2009

The months of September and October included
our regular monthly student recitals at Gloria Dei
Church, as well as a very informative RCM workshop
to kick off the new year and the new syllabus!
This November, the NSRMTA was very proud
to host Canada Music Week, 2008. Our featured
composer was Michael Conway Baker. The events
included workshops, master classes and performances
by both students and teachers. We were proud to
encourage our budding young composers as well as
recognizing our nation’s most prominent! The recital
was on November 16th at Gloria Dei church. We
were very grateful to Carolyn Finlay, coordinator. On
behalf of the NSRMTA, Dr. Finlay applied for and
won the first Bill Andrews Canada Music Week Award.
This monetary award was sponsored by the CFMTA,
and our branch was the first in Canada to receive it.
Congratulations to all!
On the weekends of November 29, 30, and
December 6, 7, 2008, the North Shore Branch of the
RMTA presented 16 one-hour concerts at Park Royal
Mall, coordinated by Diana Marr. Approximately 45
teachers and 250 performers participated. Included
were two teacher concerts, and a Canada Music Week
demonstration with guest composer Michael Conway
Baker. Although the “mall” sounds were not ideal, the
performers and the audience enjoyed the event, and it
did much to expose the Registered Teachers and their
students to the public.
The Lucille Little Memorial Awards Recital was
held on January 18th, 2009. This special concert
honoured one of our former members while
recognizing excellence among our students in their
2008 Conservatory Examinations. We enjoyed an
afternoon of wonderful performances by accomplished
young musicians. This year’s winner of the Lucille Little
Trophy was Jasper Lau, student of Sasha Starcevich.
Congratulations Jasper and all our students who
won trophies, scholarships and honourable mention
certificates!
The 38th annual North Shore Music Festival &
Workshops was held on February 23-March 6, 2009.
Piano adjudicators were Linda Kundert-Stoll from
Calgary, and Marnie Carter, Jane Hayes, Ellen
►

Branch Reports
NORTH SHORE - cont.
Silverman, and Ailsa Zaenker from Vancouver; strings:
Carolyn Canfield Cole; vocal: Heidi Muendel; winds:
Kathryn Cernauskas. We concluded the festival with
three very enjoyable final concerts: One for the noncompetitive section (piano, vocal, winds) and two for
the trophy winners (piano, strings).
Our Annual General Meeting will be held in May at
the home of Lorraine Toljanich and we will elect a new
executive, followed by a luncheon.

PRINCE GEORGE
The Prince George Branch held many enjoyable and
stimulating events last year. Highlights included:
October - lecture/demonstration by Lori Elder on
Romantic Music for Intermediate Students
November - masterclasses and composition workshop
with Anita Perry
November, February, and May - branch recitals
January - Maureen Nielsen reviewed the book “Making
Music for the Joy of It” by Stephanie Judy about the
teaching of adults
February - Prince George and District Music Festival
adjudicated by Jamie Syer
May - presentation “Piano Care for Piano Teachers” by
Piano Technician Peter Stevenson
June - yearend meeting at home of Lori Elder. This
included the election of our executive for next year,
followed by a performance of the Two Piano - Eight
Hands arrangement of “Adieu to the Piano” by
Beethoven played by Anne Barnett, Maureen Nielsen,
David Sproule, and Lori Elder
Upcoming for 2009/2010:
• October - lecture/demonstration by Lori Elder
topic TBA
• November - guest clinician Rudy Rozanski to do
masterclass sessions and a workshop for teachers
• November - Canada Music Week focused Recital
Best wishes to all our colleagues from the Prince
George Branch.

RICHMOND
After what seemed to be a never-ending winter, we
had our Executive Meeting at the end of January to
implement our plans for the New Year.
Our 1st General meeting was held in February with
Frank Levin as our guest speaker, who discussed and
demonstrated fun/practical approach to playing from a
lead sheet. He presented his own compositions and his
book on Complete Chord Classics.
In March we welcomed several new members.
We were saddened to learn of the passing of one of our
colleagues, Mrs. Faith Choi, who had been a member
for over 25 years. At present our membership stands at
105.
In April the Branch hosted a Chinese group who
performed and demonstrated several different authentic
Chinese instruments. Mr. Wu Gan Bo talked (in
Mandarin) about the 1st music conservatory founded
in China in 1927. It established Chinese system of
musical education based on Western music system. It
was indeed a very educational experience for all the
teachers in attendance. One of our colleagues did a
superb job translating the programme.
In May we had Glory St. Germain give a
presentation on Ultimate Music Theory, with
interesting and innovative ideas to motivate both
teacher / student.
A new committee was formed to update the rules
and regulations governing the Richmond Branch
Scholarships and Community Service Awards.
Our students actively participate in our monthly
recitals which includes:
Pre-Grade – 1st Class Honours – Advanced Students
and General Recitals. We accommodate well over 100
students on each Recital date.
We had our year-end luncheon at the Chart House
Restaurant in Steveston Landing, overlooking the
Fraser River. Lots of fun for our Teachers and special
guests.
Wishing everyone a restful summer !

►
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Branch Reports
SHUSWAP
The Shuswap Branch is comprised of 10 members
representing the disciplines of piano, voice and
composition.
Our Shuswap Branch has enjoyed another active
and eventful year. Many members have given hours
of volunteer time to ensure that we continue with our
quality workshops and events, notably the Shuswap
Music Festival, which will begin on April 20. We work
together with local Rotary clubs to organize and host
this event which has classes for piano, strings, vocal,
band and choirs. May 1 is our Night of Stars which is
our gala concert to conclude the festival. It is satisfying
to hear the progress of all the students from year to
year.
September saw several of our members enjoying the
“Rejuvenate! 2008” hosted by the Chilliwack branch.
We give them our special thanks for a job well done
and enjoyed by all!
In the fall we hosted a workshop with Arne Sahlen.
His topic was “Music Examinations: Their value and
purpose as part of a student’s musical education.” We
also hosted a Combodian vocal student, Chantavout
Hy, who presented a concert along with Arne Sahlen
on the piano. Chantavout is studying in Canada with
the help of the Cambodian Support Group.
Canada Music Week was the focus for our
November meeting. Our branch hosted a Canadian
Music Week Recital on November 23. We featured the
music of Jean Coulthard as a tribute to her fine work
as a Canadian composer. Other Canadian composers
were honored including several local composers!
On April 5 we presented a masterclass for piano
students by Cary Chow; concert, pianist, teacher and
masterclass clinician. This masterclass was followed by
a concert for the public.
We are currently working on hosting an “All-Boys”
recital to encourage our male students in their musical
endeavours.

SOUTH FRASER
The South Fraser Branch meets five times a year in
September, November, January, April and June.

12

Meetings are generally followed by workshops, this
year including Dr. Ronald Morgan on intermediate
technical issues and the transition to advanced playing;
Carla Dodek discussing Impressionism; Mary Moore
giving a workshop on relaxation, visualization
and breathing skills for performing; and a workshop
where teachers shared ideas. In June there was a
teachers luncheon, and in September after the meeting
a celebration of Darlene Brigidear’s teaching career
and contribution to our branch, along with a sad
goodbye and our best wishes for her retirement. We
also had a Christmas luncheon on Friday December
12 at Northview golf course, with 14 members in
attendance.
Esther and Alison Neufeld have taken over
sponsorship of the student teachers’ auxiliary. In
February they presented a workshop on technique and
tone production, which was well received,
and in April a workshop on theory games was given
by a branch member. Another workshop is planned
for May, to take place in Alison’s studio, where student
teachers can bring one of their own students to play
and receive comments.
Regular branch hosted recitals have been
particularly helpful for teachers with smaller classes
who would find renting a large facility prohibitive.
Branch executive members hosted these events in May,
December, and February. In November, a Canada
Music recital included several student compositions
and a work by Kevin Thompson, our branch member.
A Mall Showcase event was a big success last June 21st,
and another is scheduled for June 6th of 2009.
This year marked the 50th anniversary of our
Festival. Yvette Rowledge, in her 5th year as convenor,
also took on the role of data base manager, helped by
her husband, Grant. Yvette did a wonderful job of
creating a celebratory atmosphere, including: a CD
draw, using 50 CDs from an anonymous donor; two
Tom Lee gift cards, one for students, one for teachers,
using an on-line entry form; giant cakes in the foyer
on our two ‘ensemble Saturdays’; and a gold program
cover. The festival lasted 12 days, from February 16-28,
with strings awards recital on February 21st, piano,
►
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The Piano Workbook

A Resource and Guide for Students in Ten Levels
By Barbara M. Siemens
WORKBOOKS

TEACHER’S MANUAL

• RCMETM 2008 requirements

• examples for all aural exercises

• rhythmic and sight reading drills

• wealth of teaching ideas

• Pattern PlayTM improvisation

• excellent resource for pedagogy
students

• assignment pages and much more!

Long & McQuade September Promotion*

• Piano Workbook

retail $13.95

. . . ONLY $10.95!

• Teacher’s Manual retail $24.95

. . . ONLY $18.95!

View or download FREE samples at

www.pianoworkbook.com

The Piano Workbook Coupon
• Piano Workbook — retail $13.95 . . . ONLY $10.95!

• Teacher’s Manual— retail $24.95 . . . ONLY $18.95!
Teacher Information
Name

___________________________

Address

____________________________________

Email

___________________________

Phone

____________________________________

Valid at the following Long & McQuade B.C. Locations
• Abbotsford
• Chilliwack • Kamloops
• Port Coquitlam • Richmond • Surrey

• Langley
• Vancouver

• Nanaimo
• Victoria

• North Vancouver

* Offer available until September 30, 2009. One coupon per customer. Valid on the purchase of any quantity of Piano
Workbooks and honoured for orders of material not currently in stock.

Branch Reports
SOUTH FRASER - cont.
brass and woodwinds, March 7-8. A total of 584
students participated, with 64 teachers and 1,100
entries. More than $7500.00 in scholarships were
given. Our adjudicators were: Rita Attrot, Linda
Low, Bruce Vogt and Anne Wilson Unger, for piano;
Grant Donnellen for strings; Mark Takeshi McGregor
for brass/woodwind; and Terence Dawson for the
piano Awards Recitals. Catherine Bundt and Sarah
Pak deserve special recognition for the $1500.00
contribution they made to the scholarship fund from
their benefit recital on November 22. In addition, we
were treated to an evening of wonderful playing.
Catherine Bundt hosted several masterclasses for
our branch. Two with Dr. Bruce Vogt adjudicating
teachers, one on November 6th 2008 and the second
on April 26th 2009. She also brought us Dr. Jamie
Syer, who worked all day January 31st 2009, teaching
13 senior students, with 30 teachers auditing the class.
Both clinicians were helpful and encouraging.
Another special event for teachers was a workshop
on April 5th 2008 with Victoria Warwick discussing
the Contemporary Idioms syllabus, followed by a
workshop by Forest Kinney on fostering creativity in
students.
Our branch addresses public relations in several
different ways. Our branch web site is constantly being
updated and adapting to our changing needs, and we
hand out referral brochures to community centres,
libraries etc. We also print business cards with our
branch name and RMT insignia for individual branch
members. Catherine Bundt has been instrumental
in ensuring our attendance at Arts Council Meetings
each month. Through this attendance, our web site
and contact information are included in their monthly
newsletter, and in 2008 we were granted $500.00 for
our festival scholarship fund.
Our current executive is:
President - Linda Sheppard
Vice President - Ruth Moir
Secretary - Brenda Sleightholme
Treasurer - Mary Kim
Membership Secretary / Webmaster - Beverly Johnson
Advertising / Public Relations - Launny Brian
Phoning Committee - Lea Tsui

Provincial Council Reps: Catherine Bundt Jennifer Condie - Esther Neufeld - Linda Sheppard.
Many members attended Rejuvenate 2008 at
Harrison. We very much appreciated the efforts of the
Chilliwack branch!
Membership stands at 124 members and eight
student teachers.

SOUTH OKANAGAN
Our branch now has 15 members. We are pleased
to welcome Tracy Pratt- Stuchbery who has recently
moved to Naramata from Squamish.
We continue to meet bi-monthly from September
to May on the second Monday of the month at
9:30 AM in members’ homes on a rotation basis.
Each meeting (if time permits) we try to finish with
a Professional Development topic discussed in a
roundtable format.
This year we have discussed:
1) Our Practice Regime divided into different grade
levels 2) Tips for Inspiring Practice.
Four of our members were able to attend
Rejuvenate 2008. They shared their experiences with
the membership at our November meeting. They
really enjoyed the workshops, master class, competition
and best of all - the music! Thank you to all the
organizers!
On October 16, 2008, we were pleased to have
Arne Sahlen come and present a Continental Breakfast
workshop with the topics The Conservatory Story
and Memorization. After the workshop, Arne
accompanied his Cambodian student Chanthavouth
Hy as he entertained us with some wonderful vocal
music.
On November 22, 2008 several of our teachers
were present at the Okanagan Symphony’s Centennial
Celebration Concert in honor of Penticton’s 100th
Anniversary. Former Okanagan students were guest
artists with the symphony - Steven Philcox, piano;
Jenavieve Moore, soprano; John David Gaspar,
baritone; Musaic, Tom Klassen, Director. Our very
own BCRMTA lifetime member, Ernst Schneider
►
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Branch Reports
SOUTH OKANAGAN - cont.
was honored and recognized for his composition
”Celebration and Reflection” which he wrote
specifically for the Okanagan Symphony in
honor of the Centennial.
On November 23, 2008 we had our Canada
Music Week Recital. Several selections this year were
personal student compositions. The audience was truly
impressed with the talent of these young composers.
This is the most significant change in the repertoire
that we have noticed in the past few years. Awards
and scholarships were presented to all the students that
received the highest marks on their conservatory exams
this past year.
Our first meeting of 2009, we had our New Year’s
lunch meeting at Theo’s in Penticton. We discussed
topics for workshops, dates for future recitals and
resources available to help us in our teaching.
Our year will wrap up with a meeting followed by a
Jazz Workshop and Potluck Lunch on May 22, 2009.
Hugh Parsons will be giving a workshop called Teachers with Classical Training Teaching Jazz.
There wiill be an emphasis on improvisation, jazz
chord progressions, fake book reading and the
technical requirements in the Canada Conservatory
Contemporary Idioms Syllabus.

SUNSHINE COAST
Our Sunshine Coast branch is having another fine
season, with three student recitals under our belts.
Our Canada Music Week Recital, held Nov. 23 was
very well received, and featured 22 performances by
23 young performers and 6 adult students. We held a
second recital on Jan. 25, our Winter Recital, with 28
students participating.
Our most recent outing was the pre-Festival recital
April 5, with 31 performances as our students prepare
for the Sunshine Coast Festival of the Performing Arts
which starts April 20. In February we had an election
for new Branch officers, and our new president is
Michele Satanove. Sadly, we lost a long-time member
on April 8 when Margaret Webb succumbed to illness
after a long and courageous battle.
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TRAIL – CASTLEGAR
No report submitted

VANCOUVER
It’s ‘that’ time of year again – hopefully everyone
had a relaxing and refreshing summer and is ready to
go. I know our branch is looking forward to a busy
Autumn full of interesting programs.
The Fall season looks very exciting at the moment
– in September, Christie Smith and Bob Kohl of
Long and McQuade will present a program on Piano
Methods, at the Vancouver store. October will feature
a ‘joint’ meeting with the branch and the Student
Teachers’ Auxiliary. A panel discussion ‘Music Career
Paths – Beyond the Teaching Studio’ will take place
with David Duke, Jeff Alexander and Grant Rowledge
as speakers. In November we will be holding another
joint ‘session’ – a Dalcroze workshop is being sponsored
by the Student Teachers with our branch participating.
As well, in November our annual ‘Student Performers’
Guild’ will take place, culminating in a joyous Honour
Concert, followed by our Holiday Lunch, and then the
Holiday break, which we will all deserve by then.

VERNON
The Vernon branch has 19 members, teaching piano,
voice and violin.
Our annual festival was held in the first week
of March with approximately 300 entries in voice
and piano. Piano was adjudicated by Bernard
Duerksen, and voice by Vernon’s own Coreen Smith.
Festival week was followed by a gala concert with
performances by festival winners who were presented
with scholarships and awards, with a total value of
approximately $3,500.00.
In November we hold a Canada Music Week
concert which celebrates Canadian composers and
their music, as well as recognizes the local students who
attained the highest marks on music exams in the last
year.
►
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Our branch has five meetings a year – every second
month from September to May, which is a pot-luck
luncheon to wind up the year.
We have one or two workshops each year; the most
recent one in January with Arne Sahlen.
Our branch maintains a membership in the Arts
Council of the North Okanagan.
During the year, we donated a sum of money to the
Canada Music Centre.

VICTORIA
The 160 members, associates, and student teachers
of the Victoria Branch marked the end of the teaching
year with a gala luncheon at McMorran’s Restaurant
overlooking the Gulf Islands. As they celebrated
another successful year of teaching and learning, they
were entertained by Rosemary Derksen, harp, and
by seven award-winning students, some of whom
performed their own compositions. 25-year pins were
presented to Judith Allen, Annie Yip, and Julie Yip.
At the two final student concerts, 12 Certificates
of Participation were presented to students who had
performed in at least three concerts. Rafael Oei is
again planning six concerts for the next teaching
year. The popular October concert will be named
in perpetuity the “Maggie Smith Costume Capers”
in honour of one of its founders, long-time member
Maggie Smith, whose death on May 8, 2009, saddened
us all.
We are pleased that member Nicholas Fairbank has
consented to be Featured Composer for next fall’s
Canada Music Week celebrations. Entry forms are
out for the annual Murray Adaskin Composition
Competition. Five students were awarded bursaries to
summer schools, to a total of $1,000.
At our March general meeting, Dr. Zoltan Roman
gave a fascinating talk on Bartok and Kodaly, whose
collection of folk songs in the Balkan region made
it possible to trace population migrations in earlier
centuries. Hungarian folk songs always start on the
downbeat, and the pentatonic scale is invariably used
for the melodies.

A superb recital of German Lieder, all on some
aspect of the topic “Food”, was presented at the
May meeting by Sharon Krebs, soprano, and Harald
Krebs, piano. Surprisingly, a great variety of songs were
performed, in several languages, on the longing for
food, memories of food, the sounds of food cooking, a
starving child, and even two recipes!
Congratulations are in order for Sylvia Rickard on
the American premiere of her work “Rarescale” for alto
flute and piano, which was performed in July in San
Francisco and which will appear on a CD.
Congratulations, also, to Winifred Scott Wood,
who was awarded a Hugheen Ferguson Distinguished
Teacher Award at the biennial CFMTA Convention in
Sackville, New Brunswick, in July. Winifred, who was
nominated by our Branch, was one of four Canadians
so honoured for outstanding lifetime achievement
in the field of music teaching, and the presentation
was proudly witnessed by Pat Williamson and Janet
Leffek, the two Victoria members who attended
the Convention. Mrs. Wood is to conduct her
popular summer piano pedagogy course at the Victoria
Conservatory of Music in August, and Brenda Braaten
will hold forth on theory and ear-training pedagogy.

Canada Music Week
November 22 - 28, 2009
♪
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Christine Wing-Yee receives BCRMTA Award

E

very year the BC Registered Music Teachers’
Association presents a $ 500.00 bursary
to the student that has achieved the highest
mark in the Teacher’s A.R.C.T. examination. This
year’s recipient is Christine Wing-Yee.
Here is Christine’s Biography:

Bachelor’s degree in Food, Nutrition, and Health. She
continues to teach students piano in the Vancouver
area.
♪

Grand Piano for Sale

Born and raised in Vancouver, Christine Wing-Yee
Chow has been taking piano lessons with Marguerite
M. Echaus at the Vancouver Academy of Music for
the past 12 years. Christine has consistently received
first class honours marks in her RCM examinations.
She graduated from high school in 2007 and had
obtained her ARCT Teacher’s Diploma and her ARCT
Performer’s Diploma by June 2008; both of which she
received a First Class Honours mark. Throughout her
studies, she also participated in numerous local piano
competitions, where she won many awards, including
1st place in the Student Performers’ Guild Festival
in 2005, and a Silver Standing in both the Concert
Group Class and Diploma Class in the BCCM Festival
in 2008. Christine is currently a second year student
at the University of British Columbia and pursuing a
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Kawai KG-2C 5’10”
Loving care for 25+ years
Walnut finish $9500.
(Includes matching duet bench
and adjustable chair)
Jim Olsen 604-584-0916
olsen@telus.net

VSOACCESS
tickets
pass $
for
stude

10

nts

live concerts with the GRAMMY® and JUNO®
award-winning Vancouver Symphony orchestra

the beSt StUdent ticket deal in town!
Sign Up for Free at:

PREMIER EDUCATION PARTNER

www.vancouversymphony.ca/accesspass

ATTENTION BCRMTA MEMBERS!
BCRMTA members are entitled to purchase up to two tickets for $15 each
in A-section seating or best available for regular series concerts in the VSO’s
2009/2010 Season!
this offer gives you all the same advantages of the VSO Access Pass, and access to all the same
concerts! Please see the VSo website for all the details on the access Pass—and enjoy extraordinary live
orchestral music for only a couple of dollars more than the cost of a movie. PleaSe note that bcRMta
members must demonstrate proof of membership and provide photo id when picking up tickets.
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Your Provincial Council at Work

A look into some the discussions from the last Provincial Council meeting.
The annual meeting of the members of the Provincial Council of the British Columbia Registered Music Teachers’
Association was held: Sunday April 26th at 9:30 AM
Letter of resignation due to illness from Lynne Carmichael was read. Several emails came in with best wishes for
Lynne.
Registrar’s Report: Susan Olsen:
This year we are awarding 25 year pins to 33 members.
Colleen Denoni ......Chilliwack
Brenda Sleightholme......South Fraser
Shirley Isaac............Chilliwac
Jean Tiedie.....................South Fraser
Karin Andrews .......Coquitlam/Maple Ridge
June Walker...................South Fraser
Eleanor Dricos........Coquitlam/Maple Ridge Roswitha Masson ..........South Okanagan
Merilee Friesen........Coquitlam/Maple Ridge Anita Perry.....................South Okanagan
April Smith.............Coquitlam/Maple Ridge Joan Agon .....................Vancouver
Donna Atkinson.....Mid-Island
Marguerite Echaus ........Vancouver
Ann Barber.............Mid-Island
Heather English ............Vancouver
Dianne Bohn-Winslow...Mid-Island
Lucy Fawcett .................Vancouver
Susan Schleppe .......Mid-Island
Donna Griblin ..............Vancouver
Eric Taynen ............NorthIsland
Margitta Krebs ..............Vancouver
Tyler Fleming .........Richmond
Dorothy Uytengsu ........Vancouver
Patricia Koepke.......Richmond
Judith Allan...................Victoria
Grace Dunford .......Shuswap
Annie Yip ......................Victoria
Jennifer Condie ......South Fraser
Julie Yip ........................Victoria
Anne Dalton...........South Fraser
Elizabeth Harding .........Provincial Member
Sylvia Leigh............South Fraser
And we are awarding two 50 year pins:
Virginia Lowrie of North Island Joyce Dyck of Chilliwack
Congratulations to all!
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Your Provincial Council at Work - cont.
Canada Music Week Writing Competition
Cindy Taylor:
The writing competition deadline was April 1st 2008.
The entry date closed with a record 37 entries this
year. We are excited to have Heather Laliberte as our
adjudicator.
We still have difficulty receiving entries on time. Many
entries arrived after the April 1st deadline. The Writing
Competition Coordinator, Sharlie McCreadie, has
encountered some difficult obstacles during the process
of receiving the applications. Some applications arrived
without signatures; others arrived without the fees; and
some arrived without either signatures or fees. All of
these situations have been dealt with.
I would like to strongly encourage teachers to send their
applications in early and to double check their forms to
make sure everything is filled out. Sharlie’s job would be
much easier if applications were complete and on time.
In the future, incomplete applications will be returned.
Thank – you, teachers, for encouraging your
composition students to enter the CMW Writing
Competition
Archives - Pam Smirl:
Pam Smirl has asked for materials and updated branch
histories to add to the archives. She has received
some photos or memorabilia from conventions and a
wonderful historical record from Trail/Castlegar which
was passed around. She is looking forward to receiving
more historical reports and would ask, please that you
go back to your branches and ask for updated histories
about your branches including photos or memorabilia
from conventions or other BCRMTA activities.
Please send to Pam Smirl:
My email address is pjmusic@shaw.ca
Mailing address is 2595 Affirmed Place, Victoria, B.C.
V9B 5S9.
Professional Development - Ildiko Skeldon-Huber:
The Clinician’s List has been updated and is up on the
Provincial website. An official Provincial Professional
Development Grant Application Form has also been
created and is available on the Provincial website also.
A deadline of February 1st is now in effect. The
following Branches has received grants:
Cariboo Branch; Kelowna Branch; South Okanagan

Branch; Trail/Castlegar Branch
Ildiko asked that all emails have RMT or BCRMTA in
the title, or risk being deleted.
In response to a request from Prince George, we will
look at making the grant process easier to understand
and it will be changed on the website.
Website Update - Carol Schlosar:
The new website has generated a lot of praise from
people who have visited the site and our traffic continues
to increase.
The information update is not automatic or
instantaneous. It goes from the website to both the
webmaster address and the registrar’s address. It is
updated once a month with new information received.
In September 2007 we voted on guidelines for branch
websites who wished to have a link on the Official
Provincial “bcrmta.bc.ca website”. If you need a copy
of the guidelines or if your branch is ready to have their
link up, please email webmaster@bcrmta.bc.ca
or carol@bcrmta.bc.ca
After this meeting there will be a major update done
with changes to the registration sheets, addition of the
newsletter and the April membership changes.
A suggestion was made to send a list of everything
on the website with the minutes to help with
communication and it is attached as a separate file which
was sent to delegates after the meeting.
Teachers on Call (TOC): More on this on page 29
Darlene Brigidear – this is a teacher-on-call list for
teachers who are away from their studios for an extended
period of time. It will be run from Progressions. Look
for more information in the next issue.
Tuition Tax Credit:
An information sheet was distributed to the delegates
and is available on the Provincial Website under
“Members only”. Many members received an email
from Conservatory Canada regarding a Tuition Tax
Credit case involving an Ontario family. They were
successful in having their claim allowed and so far,
CRA has not appealed this judgment. Members are
encouraged to explore this further with their students.
►
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Your Provincial Council at Work - cont.
Teachers broke into groups of 5-6 to answer four questions on branch activities.
What is the best or most interesting idea your branch has for a recital or event planned for your students?
•
Mixed instrument recital including non-members.
•
Children’s music played by teachers.
•
Themed recitals ie: Season; Sonatina Sunday; costume duet; period with costumes
•
3 in 1 recitals: first adults, then juniors then senior with breaks between the recitals.
•
Members benefit concert for scholarship fund.
•
Richmond – Highlight a Composer (Linda Niamath).
•
Richmond – Winter Wonderland at city hall.
•
Recitals of own compositions.
•
Compositions written during your lifetime.
•
Halloween musical games.
•
Technique Olympics.
•
Costume Capers every year – either Halloween or to match their piece.
•
Practice-a-thon.
•
Duet extravaganza.
•
Animal concert and draw a picture during your lifetime.
•
Most interesting hat (made by a child).
•
Boy’s recital.
•
‘Crazy Critters’ recital – dressed up as animal portrayed in their piece.
•
Travelogue – MC: starting the journey by train in Germany with a Bach piece. ect:.
•
Love Themes; a tribute to parents – Valentines recital.
•
Musical Wrap the Mummy – like musical chairs.
What is the best or most interesting idea you have for a branch meeting or social event?
•
Members play at a home of one member.
•
Once a year – scheduling a session with refreshments.
•
Programs or mini workshops at meetings.
•
Set a topic and have a roundtable discussion.
•
Party games at Christmas party.
•
Yearend barbecue / potluck.
•
Performance group making up little songs and skits.
•
Ethics – the power struggle (teacher vs. parent)
•
Humor and Horror stories ie: what was your most funny experience or worst experience
•
Performance group ‘Power and Abuse.
•
Explored Baroque dancing with video from the library.
•
Teachers played Norton’s duets during a catered luncheon.
What is your best Canada Music Week idea?
•
A clinician showed students composing ideas and then they played their compositions that day.
•
Clinician/composer helped students.
•
Commissioned a piece.
•
Invite a composer with workshops and a performance of a commissioned work.
•
Students perform and speak about their compositions along with program notes.
•
Vancouver Canadian Composer Music Festival where kids get to play their music.
•
Poster competition.
•
Feature a composer.
•
Teachers walk.
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Your Provincial Council at Work - cont.
What is your best idea for attracting new members to your branch?
•
Cards at library with contact information.
•
Ad in the local music festival program.
•
Mall showcase – three times each year for highest mark for each grade with scholarship for highest
marks, however teachers must attend at least two meetings during the year.
•
Use of the website.
•
Community brochure.
•
Welcome meeting at the start of the year.
•
Peruse classifieds and invite personally to meetings those advertising for students.
•
Involve the student teachers auxiliary.
•
Liability insurance.
•
Scholarships to students of RMT’s.
•
Student auxiliary.
Delegates - please remember the change of venue for the next Provinical Council Meeting:
September 13, 2009
Marriot Vancouver Airport Hotel
7571 Westminister Hwy. Richmond
1-888-323-8888 or www.vancouverairportmarriott.com
♪

The Ultimate Piano Method
Unique combination of Russian and European traditions and innovative ideas
in teaching beginners.

Music notation and rhythm
in an easy and amusing way.

Flexibility and freedom of
movements as a foundation for
creating good playing habits and
further technical progress.

Great illustrations and funny
characters that help students
enjoy the learning process.

www.vittamusic.ca/music_library.html
(604) 241 7534
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Listing of Branch Festivals and Events 2009 - 2010
FESTIVALS
ABBOTSFORD
Abbotsford Music Festival
Open to students of Abbotsford Branch members,
auxiliary members, and residents of Abbotsford only.
Piano - Strings
2010
Tentatively - May 17 - 21, 2010
Adjudicators: Catherine Bundt, Murray Nichol
VERNON
Vernon Registered Music Teachers’ Festival
Branch Members only
Piano - Voice
2010
March 1- 5, 2010 - Piano
March 4 - 5, 2010 - Voice
Adjudicator: Milton Schlosser
TRAIL / CASTlLEGAR
2009
Mini Music Festival
Dates: November TBA
Adjudicator: TBA
VANCOUVER
2009
SPG festival will be from November 9 - 19, 2009
Venues: Shadbolt Centre for the Arts
6450 Deer Lake Avenue in Burnaby
Long & McQuade Music Education Centre
368 Terminal Avenue in Vancouver.
Adjudicators: Terence Dawson, Sacha Starcevich, David
Vandereyk, Marguerite Echaus and Martha Brickman.
Honour Recital - December 6, 2009
Shadbolt Centre for the Arts - For more information
email Toni Meyer at - tonimeyer@hotmail.com
VICTORIA
2009
March 27 to May 11,2009.
Disciplines: Brass, Choral, Classical Guitar,
Ethnic and Recreational Dance, Composition, Fiddle,
Piano, School Bands, School Dance,
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VICTORIA - cont.
School Orchestras, Choral Speech, Speech and
Dramatic Arts, Strings, Studio Dance, Musical Theatre,
Vocal, and Woodwinds.
Adjudicators: Brass - Andrew Poirier
Choral - Dr. Mary Copland Kennedy
Classical Guitar - Yuefei Yang
Composition - Sylvia Rickard
Ethnic Dance - Lee Otterholt
Fiddle - Zav Rt
Piano (Jr & Interm) - Ildiko Skeldon-Huber
Piano ( Jr & Interm) - Cynthia Goddard
Piano (Senior & Open) - Jane Hayes
Dr. Corey Hamm
School Bands - Eugene Dowling
School Dance - Alex Pesusich
Speech - Shirley Konrad
Strings (Junior) - Brian Mix
Strings ( Interm and Senior) - Andrew Dawes
String Orchestra - Norman Nelson,
Studio Dance - Moe Brody,
Ballet - Paul Destrooper,
Musical Theatre - Gaye-Lynn Kern,
Vocal(Junior and Senior B) - Robyn Cathcart,
Vocal (Interm, Senior A) - Kathryn Domoney
Woodwinds...Larry Krantz
EVENTS
PRINCE GEORGE
October
Lecture/demonstration by Lori Elder - topic TBA
November
Guest clinician Rudy Rozanski to do masterclass
sessions and a workshop for teachers
November - Canada Music Week focused Recital
VERNON
Dimiter Terziev will provide the Vernon RMT branch
with a workshop on ornamentation early in October
2009.
BRANCHES - Please note this is all the information
that was forwarded to me. Thanks Dina
♪

Founded in 1910, Augustana became the newest campus and faculty of the University of
Alberta on July 1, 2004. Located in Camrose, Alberta, Canada, 90 kilometers southeast
of Edmonton, the Augustana Faculty offers the opportunity of a memorable life-changing
education through small class sizes, personal attention from professors, a challenging,
innovative curriculum founded on the liberal arts and sciences, experimental learning in
wilderness and international environments, and a range of campus-life programs. In this
academic community, students are more than narrow specialists, spectators or strangers.
MUSIC PROGRAMS – Four-year Bachelor of Music
and Bachelor of Arts degree programs are offered
by the Augustana Faculty and are designed to
provide new perspectives on current musical
issues alongside traditional music courses.
INSTRUCTORS – In addition to fourteen part-time
instructors, the Augustana Faculty features the
following four full-time professors each recognized
for excellence in teaching, scholarly breadth, and
a performance/research field:
Dr. Alex Carpenter-musicology

INSTRUMENTAL OFFERINGS – clarinet, flute,
classical guitar, classical piano, pipe organ,
recorder, saxophone, trumpet and
other brass, violin, voice.
GENEROUS SCHOLARSHIPS – Substantial
scholarships are available in all instruments, for
the Augustana Choir, and for academic excellence.
PART-TIME STUDENTS – The degree programs
have been designed to accommodate music
teachers and other working professionals who may
want to complete a degree on a part-time basis.

Professor Kathleen Corcoran-vocal performance
Dr. Ardelle Ries-choral conducting
Dr. Milton Schlosser-piano performance

ADVANCED PLACEMENT – The degree programs
provide advanced placement in music theory to
those with the requisite skills.
AUDITIONS – Auditions for Bachelor of Music
applicants scheduled late April. Interviews for
Bachelor of Arts (music major) applicants
occur from January until May 1st.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
www.augustana.ualberta.ca/programs/finearts/music/
EMAIL THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
milton.schlosser@ualberta.ca or
call 780.679.1138
CONTACT THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE
admissions@augustana.ca or call 780.679.1132
Toll-free 1.800.661.8714
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2010 marks the bicentennial of the birth of Frederic Chopin.The Vancouver Chopin Society joins the classical
music world to celebrate this memorable year of the great composer’s bicentennial by presenting a three-day
Chopin festival for our season-ending concerts.
Chopin came from a Polish and French heritage, and his music naturally reflects the numerous characteristics,
sentiments, spirit, artistic and nationalistic elements of these two countries and their people. On the occasion
of his anniversary, we have invited a Polish pianist and a French pianist to perform in our three-day festival to
be held in May 2010. We have also invited a well-known Polish soprano to sing the seldom heard Chopin
songs. This programme will also include a performance of some of Chopin’s chamber music. The festival will
also feature a lecture on Chopin’s Preludes presented by a very well known Chopin scholar.

The 2010 Chopin Festival

200th Anniversary of
Chopin’s birth
May 14-16, 2010
(details in September)

We will continue our tradition of holding a reception following the concert, to which the whole audience is
invited. It is a great opportunity to meet the artist.

Concert 1 – Sunwook Kim, Saturday, October 1, 2009 3 PM (Chan Centre)
20 year-old Sunwook Kim became the first Asian to win the prestigious Leeds International Piano
Competition in 2006 and the youngest winner since Michael Roll back in 1963.
“…this prodigiously gifted artist displays an interpretative insight well beyond his years. His performance
of Grieg's Piano Concerto was remarkable for its light and shade, exquisite phrasing and sensitivity to
colour and mood.” -- Geoffrey Mogridge
Besides Leeds, international awards include the first prize at the 2004 Ettlingen Competition (Germany)
and the 2005 Clara Haskil Competition (Switzerland).

PROGRAMME
Haydn - Piano Sonata in C major, Hbk:48
Prokofiev - Piano Sonata in A major, op.82
Chopin - Barcarolle in F sharp major, op.60
Sonata in B minor, op.58

Concert 2 – Dina Yoffe, Saturday, November7, 2009 8 PM (Magee)
Dina Yoffe came to international recognition by winning Second Prize in the Schumann International
Competition, and Second Prize in the International Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw, where
Krystian Zimmermann took the first place.
Ms. Yoffe’s concert performances are renowned throughout Europe, Israel, Japan, and The United
States. A guest professor at the Summit Music Festival in New York since 2000, Ms. Yoffe conducts
Master Classes in Germany and at the Royal Academy of Music in London.
Ms. Yoffe is currently a Professor at the Anton Rubinstein International Academy in Düsseldorf,
Germany.

PROGRAMME
Scarlatti - Three Sonatas
Beethoven - Eroica Variations, op.35
Chopin - 2 Scherzos No.1 & No. 4
Mazurkas, op.59
Nocturne E flat major, op.55

Concert 3 – Dmitri Alexeev, Saturday, April 10, 2010 8 PM (Magee)
“In lyrical and poetic passages the smoothness of his playing, coupled with its fluidity and delicacy, was
breathtaking … Alexeev’s sense of colour, of light and shade, and his extraordinary command over the
dynamic range, were beguiling. He really does have the lot.” -- The Glasgow Herald
Russian pianist Dmitri Alexeev is one of the world’s most highly regarded artists. His critically praised
recitals on the world’s leading concert stages and his concert appearances with the most prestigious
orchestras have secured his position as one of “the most remarkable pianists of the day” (Daily
Telegraph).
Following his Virgin Classics recording of the complete Rachmaninov Preludes, which won the Edison
Award in the Netherlands, BBC Music Magazine said: “He is a pianist at once aristocratic, grand and
confessionally poetic. This is an inspiring disc.”

Concert 4 – Wojciech Switala, Sunday, May 16, 2010 7:30 PM (Playhouse)
Chopin Festival Finale (Subscribers are invited to the anniversary celebration after the concert)
When Wojciech Switala made his Vancouver debut in 2007, Lloyd Dykk wrote in the Vancouver Sun:
“This was amazing playing: the accuracy of his fingerwork, the sparkle of his arpeggios, the unbelievable
lightness and celerity that he gave to his runs and, above all, his ability to make the piano sing”.
He belongs to the international elite of outstanding Chopin interpreters so we invited him back for this
special season celebrating 200th anniversary of Chopin’s birth. His recital will be also a part of the
Chopin Festival, an additional event to occur on May 14-16, 2010.
Wojciech Switala 2 CD’s: Waltzes and Other Works and Rondos, Allegro de Concert, recorded for the
National Edition, won the Grand Prix du Disque Frederic Chopin award in 2000 and 2005 respectively.
This concert is a part of the Chopin Festival and Subscribers are invited to the special celebration after
the concert.

PROGRAMME
Brahms - Three pieces from op.118
Schumann - Symphonic Studies, op.13
Chopin - Rondo in C minor, op.1
Four Mazurkas
Polonaise in A-flat major, op.53

PROGRAMME
Chopin/Liszt - Six Chants Polonais
Liszt - VI Hungarian Rhapsody
Debussy - Preludium “Fireworks”
Szymanowski - Masques, op.34
Don Juan's Serenade
Chopin - Four Ballades

BCRMTA TEACHER ON CALL PROGRAM
Often there are circumstances where teachers must be away from their studios
for a short or extended period of time.
A program to connect teachers with others who could take on teaching hours
would be of benefit to both the members of our association and our students.
We would like to run this through our Provincial Magazine, Progressions.
We wish to begin with a list of TOC’s in the Winter edition of Progressions.
If you are interested, please email your information to the Newsletter Editor by November 1st, 2009
dina_pollock@telus.net
Please include:
Name
Branch
Willing to travel
Contact information
Your email address
Instrument, Subjects and levels you would be prepared to teach
Teachers who wish to contact a Teacher-on Call must contact the teacher directly.
♪

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Adults

Seniors

Students

$125

$90

$90

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS

Adults

Seniors

Students

Concert 1, 2 and 3
Concert 4

$35
$40

$25
$30

$25
$30

- All subscriptions include membership.
- Group discount of 10% available for purchases of 10 or more tickets.
- Reserved seating for all concerts.
Call: 604.871.4450
Email: info@chopinsociety.org
Website: www.chopinsociety.org

TICKETS
- Single tickets on sale October 1, 2009.
- Tickets for all Concerts may be purchased through all Ticketmaster outlets,
charge-by-phone 604.280.3311 and on-line at www.ticketmaster.ca.

VENUES
Concert 1: Chan Centre, 6265 Crescent Road, Vancouver
Concert 2 and 3: Magee Theatre, 6360 Maple Street (at W 49th Ave), Vancouver
Concert 4: Vancouver Playhouse, Hamilton at Dunsmuir, Vancouver
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Musical Community Service Awards
October 2008
North Shore
Richmond

Trail/Castlegar
Vancouver
Victoria
May 2009
Richmond

South Fraser

South Okanagan
Trail/Castlegar

Vancouver
Vernon

Teacher
Aline Banno
Liilian Chan
Lillian Chan
Lillian Chan
Lillian Chan
Nicole Zimmer
Nicole Zimmer
Sharon Capadouca West
Sharon Capadouca West
Susan de Burgh

Student
Brennan Chan
Kelvin Chan
Cassie Xiong
Kelvin Chan
Cassie Xiong
Brogan Pastro
Kaela Zimmer
Barbara Kit Ming Ho
Samuel Ko
Edmond Li

Level
Gold
Silver
Silver
Gold
Gold
Bronze
Bronze
Gold
Gold
Gold

Teacher
Lillian Chan
Shauna Wong
Kitty Yeung
Kitty Yeung
Kitty Yeung
Kitty Yeung
Kitty Yeung
Kitty Yeung
Catherine Bundt
Catherine Bundt
Catherine Bundt
Susan Olsen
Susan Olsen
Susan Olsen
Yvette Rowledge
Yvette Rowledge
Yvette Rowledge
Yvette Rowledge
Janet Marcotte
Tammy Francis
Tammy Francis
Tammy Francis
Tammy Francis
Tammy Francis
Tammy Francis
Tammy Francis
Nancy Doerksen
Lyn Taron

Student
Kelvin Chan
Zhiran(Cindy) Li
Alison Chee-Ching Wong
Bruno Lam
Laura Yau Wai Lam
Bruno Lam
Laura Yau Wai Lam
Laura Yau Wai Lam
Diane Duan
Anthea Zeng
Jonathan Zeng
Lisa Bouliane
Angela Chu
Caleb Robinson
JooYoung Lee
Claire Robinson
Miranda Robinson
Kathryn Rowledge
Paul Ellis
Lacy Pena
Samuel Kenna
Jonathan Smith
Ryker Smith
Linnea Barisoff
Victoria Francis
Gabriella Kenna
Min Ha Kim
Taylor Hocken

Level
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Silver
Silver
Gold
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Gold
Silver
Silver
Silver
Silver
Gold
Bronze
Silver
Silver
Silver
Gold
Gold
Gold
Gold
Bronze

♪
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A Brief Note From the Tuner
by Dave Paulson RPT/RMT
The Piano Technician’s Guild is an international
organization founded to further the knowledge of
piano technology. The mission of the Guild is to
promote the highest possible standards of piano
service by providing members with opportunities for
professional development, by recognizing technical
competence through examinations, and by advancing
the interests of its members.
This is accomplished both locally and regionally
through the establishment of chapters (in B.C. there
are two – Vancouver Island & Mainland B.C.), both of
which are active groups. At monthly chapter meetings
technicians share their knowledge with others through
technical presentations, in the fashion of traditional
craftsman guilds. Regionally conferences are also held

across the continent with a comprehensive offering of
classes on all aspects of piano technology, as well as
offering opportunities for tuners to prepare for Guild
Examinations. Successful completion of these exams,
involving the successful completion of tuning, repair,
and regulation tasks at a very high level and within
stringent time constraints, allows technicians to achieve
the certification of “Registered Piano Technician” or
RPT.
New members are always welcome and chapters
offer membership to students, novice tuners, and
others interested in the inner workings of the piano.
For more information visit www.ptg.org or contact
the B.C. Chapter Representatives (On Vancouver
Island myself dave.pianoman@gmail.com and on the
Mainland, Paul Brown at paulbrn@shaw.ca)
♪
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Chanson d'Aoǎt/August Song
level 4 flute & piano

Notes of Compassion

VANCOUVER
SYMPHONY MUSICIANS
REACHING OUT

Reverie
Advanced solo flute

Carefree
Oboe solo

the wind called
B flat clarinet solo

J'entends le moulin
B flat trumpet, trombone & piano

A concert to benefit

Vive la Canadienne

HEALTH FOR
HUMANITY

B flat trumpet & piano

The Devine Child was Born
B flat trumpet & piano

Tooba Blooz
Tuba & piano

At the Sunset
French Horn in F & piano

by Maryanne Rumancik
"Maryanne Rumancik is a wonderful
Manitoba composer, whose compositions
are both powerful and gentle, playful and
serene." Monica Bailey, Winnipeg, MB
owner of Flutes by the Score
more at. . .
wwW.PRAIRIESKYMUSIC.COM

Featuring MUSICIANS OF THE VSO with Maestro BRAMWELL TOVEY and the acclaimed

Jon Kimura Parker
& Ian Parker

MOZART DOUBLE PIANO CONCERTO
Master of Ceremonies Bill Richardson

Sunday October 25 2009
Box 334 Lorette, MB R0A 0Y0
Ph: (204) 878-3901
FAX: (204) 878-2332

prairiesky@mts.net
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2:30pm at the Chan Centre UBC

Find out more about our work at

www.h4h.ca

Tickets at ticketmaster WWW.TICKETMASTER.CA or 604-280-3311

Because a gift of health is music to our ears

“Go Maritime in 2009” Convention in Sackville NB - cont.
educational and informational opportunities for
teachers of all levels and of different disciplines. Piano,
instrumental, vocal and choral events were planned
throughout the week at different venues across the
campus.

singers of different ages. The Choral masterclass
was given by Dr. Gayle Martin who worked with the
“Voce dell’Anima” (Voices of the Soul) a girls choir
from Moncton NB and included an impromptu choir
singing of one of Dr. Martin’s compositions.

Early level teaching topics included: “Understanding
Learning Styles and the Beginner” with Debra
Wanless, “Symmetry of the Grand Staff” by James
Mullen, “Fun, Facts, and Fingers- on Technique for
Beginners” and “Clues for Composing” with Frances
Balodis. Ensemble work was featured in a number
of presentations such as “The More the Merrier”
with Robert Vandall, and “Plays Well With OthersCollaborative Piano and the Developing Musician” by
Dr. Terence Dawson. Contemporary music was well
represented by “Riffs, Rags and Rhumbas” by David
Story, “Improving your Improv from the Inside Out”
with Debra Wanless ,“Celebrating Jazzy Styles” with
Robert Vandall and “If Its’ Not Classical, It’s…” by
the RCM. Vocalists enjoyed “Improvisational Games
for Singers” by Carol Irma Hulherin, “I Can’t Sing
That! And Other Myths from the Voice Studio” with
Dr. Caroline Schiller. Other workshops that inspired
and excited us included “Holistic Approach: Using the
Whole Body in Piano Playing” by Dr. Stephen Runge,
“Developing Lyrical and Virtuosic Playing” by Robert
Vandall and the popular “Hand Dance: Rhythm and
Percussion” by Michel Deschenes -where we found out
that we may not all have the coordination we thought
we did! New publications made their debut, the
new RCM Theory Syllabus was available, and the new
RCM Piano Now syllabus (due out online by fall 2009)
was unveiled. There was a workshop for everyone and
every level. We needed another week to do it all!

One of the greatest pleasures of the week was the
exquisite Artist Concert given by Jasper Wood
(violin) and Edmund Dawe (piano). Both artists
have been praised for their technical and artistic
interpretations, garnering international acclaim. Their
work together was amazing and the encore had an
Acadian improvisational flaire that won the hearts
of the audience. Jasper Wood’s teacher was in the
audience and he played her favorite piece much to her
amazement and to the audiences’ delight.

Piano Masterclasses in both senior and intermediate
levels were presented by Boyanna Toyich, and she
delighted us all with her enthusiasm, engagement,
and good humor. String Masterclasses, both senior
and intermediate were held with Jasper Wood, one
of Canada’s top violinists and a professor of violin
at the University of British Columbia. Dr. Caroline
Schiller, who has performed extensively in opera,
musical theatre and concert gave masterclasses for

The CFMTA Piano Competition was held over two
days with the final three competitors playing their
concert programs on Friday evening. The first place
competitor was Isable David from Quebec, second
place went to Eric Tan of Ontario and third place was
Wesley Chu of Alberta. B.C.’s own Raymond Zeng
won the Marek Jablonski Foundation prize for the best
performance of a work by Chopin.

BC was even represented at the busy trade show, with
Linda Sheppard from Longbow Publishing and Bob
Kohl –Print Music Manager from Long and McQuade
in Vancouver. Wonderful to see friendly, familiar faces
even there.
It wasn’t all just education and music. We still had
time for fun and games too! The Lobster Tales Cruise
held on Tuesday evening was a hoot and a holler. We
learned how to drop lobster traps, cook and then

►
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“Go Maritime in 2009” Convention in Sackville NB - cont.

de-shell (is that a word?) them. It was informative, fun
but most of all-messy. This gave us a chance to meet
and play with teachers from all over Canada in a very
relaxed atmosphere.

The Gala Banquet on the last night, featured fabulous
food and hilarious entertainment with a fun filled

Dinner Theatre by Broadway Productions. Written
and staged by Irma Mulherin (who incidentally is
an RMT from New Brunswick), this was written
especially for the Convention to “bring us the honest
truth about a career in teaching music”. It kept us
laughing and singing along through the evening with
Irma and her husband Scott. You have to ask “good
sport” Dave Brigidear about the dancing part! Many
of us were able to slip away through the week to see
part of the incredibly beautiful provinces of New
Brunswick, PEI and Nova Scotia as they were all within
an hour’s drive of Sackville.

It was an amazing opportunity for learn new things, to
forge new friendships and to rejuvenate our enthusiasm
for our profession. We saw a truly lovely part of
Canada and had the opportunity to hear the most
amazing music. The next conference will be in 2011 in
Regina, Saskatchewan, start saving your pennies now!

♪
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5865 McLaughlin Road, Unit 4
Mississauga, ON, Canada L5R 1B8
www.rcmexaminations.org

Telephone 905-501-9553
Fax 905-501-0909

RCM Examinations presents…

The PIANO SYLLABUS,
2008 EDITION
The Piano Syllabus, 2008 Edition
x Effective September 1, 2008
x Easy-to-read summary charts
x New technical requirements and marking scheme
x Full Study / Etude listings
x New Preparatory A and B examinations (replaces Introductory)
x Includes Piano Pedagogy Certificate Program information

Also available…
x The RCM Examinations Bookmark

x The Guide to RCM Examinations 2008 / 2009
All above items available at your local music retailer.

Videos …
x Available online December 2008, to name a few:
x Preparatory A & B
x Teacher Services
x Technical Tests

Progressions -Fall 2009
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Invest in a lifetime of success.
Celebrate Piano!

®

A comprehensive piano method by Cathy Albergo, J. Mitzi Kolar, and Mark Mrozinski

“I can say without reservation that Celebrate Piano!® is the most pedagogically sound,
exciting course of piano instruction for children I’ve seen to date.”
K M. C, P T

Celebrate Piano!® is the first piano method designed to prepare students
for the extensive range of music found in Celebration Series Perspectives®

Integrated components include:
 Lesson and Musicianship Books  Solos Books  Accompaniment CDs and MIDIs 
 Flashcards  Teacher’s Guide 

Celebration Series
“The most comprehensive graded series of basic piano repertoire available.”
M B, F C C  K P

Integrated components include:
11
Piano
Repertoire
Books

 10 Piano Studies / Etudes Books  9 Student Workbooks 
 1 Handbook for Teachers  1 Answer Book for Student Workbooks  11 Compact Discs 

Call 1-800-387-4013

to receive your free Celebrate Piano!® and
Celebration Series Perspectives® Samplers

www.frederickharrismusic.com
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The CFMTA Convention: Go Maritime in 2009!
by Katherine Hume

T

he CFMTA Convention: Go Maritime in
2009! was held this July in Sackville, New
Brunswick, at Mount Allison University.
Mount Allison University was founded in 1839 and
music has been taught there for over 125 years. They
claim to be the first University to grant a Bachelor of
Arts degree to a female student. The University is an
integral part of the small town of Sackville and the
campus has a definite charm with its older buildings
and quiet setting for reflective study.
The convention opened in the Brunton Auditorium
with a keynote address by Dr. Edmund Dawe entitled,
“Beyond the Notes: Preparing for Something Bigger
that the Competition”. As the former Head of the
Department of Music at Mount Allison, Dr. Dawe was
greeted warmly by the audience. He spoke eloquently
on the role of the music teacher in a world constantly
bombarded by disturbing news, images, and the
resulting desensitization. He gave as an example the
experiment conducted by violinist Joshua Bell in the
Washington Metro, where he performed anonymously
and watched to see if any of the commuters noticed
the quality of the music he was playing. It was mostly
the children who were captivated by the music and
wanted to stop and listen while their parents failed
to notice and instead hurried them along. Dr. Dawe
also spoke of teaching from the student’s perspective
and enumerated qualities that students had listed as
most important: patience, kindness, encouragement.
He also urged us to consider what our legacy will be as
teachers: how will our students remember us and their
experience of learning music together? Using a Power
Point presentation and several YouTube clips, Dr. Dawe
spoke humourously and with passion reminded us of
the positive influence we can have on our students, not
just musically but on a human level.
The current Head of Music at “Mount A” is Dr.
Elizabeth Wells and she gave a workshop on “Women’s
Role in Music History”. This was a fascinating overview
of women’s participation in music from Ancient
Greece to the modern era. Not only composers and

performers, such as well-known Hildegard Von Bingen
and Clara Schumann, many women served other less
public roles as teachers, patrons, muses, inspirations
and mothers! Dr. Wells included an introduction to
feminist musicology and contemporary writers on the
subject, for example “Feminine Endings” by Susan
McClary. A lively discussion ensued by teachers talking
of their own experiences of being encouraged (or not)
to pursue music as a profession and their views of
some of the obstacles still present for women in the
workforce today.
UBC’s Dr. Terence Dawson, a graduate of Mount
Allison University, gave a workshop entitled “Plays
Well with Others: Collaborative Piano and the
Developing Musician”. The first part of the workshop
discussed some of the benefits of introducing chamber
music to the young musician, as opposed to reserving
it for advanced students only. A student can improve
rhythm, tempo and listening skills through chamber
music as well as sensitivity to poetry through song
repertoire. Dr. Dawson then had teachers form a circle
and practice non-verbal communication exercises
such as cueing each other using only the eyes and
coordinating a simultaneous group jump.
Dr. Milton Schlosser, a professor and pianist at the
University of Alberta, gave a workshop on” Minding
Performance: Neuroscience, Digital Cameras and the
Pianist. Neuroscience and music have become popular
topics lately with the release of the books, “This is
Your Brain on Music”, by Daniel J. Levitin (2006)
and “Musicophilia” by Oliver Sacks (2007). In this
workshop, Dr. Schlosser described experiments that
he conducted using digital video cameras to record
students’ practice, lessons and performances. He then
had the students review the videos and describe their
feelings about it. Using concepts developed in Sports
Psychology, he also reviewed the videos with them
and helped talk them through their performances
(especially the ones they perceived as unsuccessful) with
the aim of improving their mental focus and music
performance abilities.
♪
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Review of Publications
ALFRED PUBLISHING CO. INC.

Eileen Deros - Piano
Abbotsford Branch
RMT member since 2002

Joyce Janzen - Piano, Theory
Abbotsford Branch
RMT member since 198

Celeste-Tina Hernandez - Piano
Abbotsford Branch
RMT member since 2005

Linda Rathjen - Piano
Abbotsford Branch
RMT member since 2009

Jean Ritter - Piano, Theory
Abbotsford Branch
RMT member since 2006
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On the Stage Book 1
Dan Coates Popular Piano Library
Late Elementary to Early Intermediate
This book consists of 8 arrangements of popular pieces like All
for You from Seussical the Musical and Be our Guest from Beauty
& the Beast. As I played through the book, I immediately began
thinking about which of my students would enjoy the various pieces.
Mr. Coates has arranged these pieces in such a way that many of the skills
that need developing in the young musician can be worked on here. The
students must count to accomplish the rhythms accurately and legato pedaling
is required in many of the works. Of course all students need to work the
get the rhythm of a quarter note to a half note in ¾ time so that the pulse is
played correctly. This can be done in Try to Remember from The Fantasticks.
A delightful book!
JR
Especially in Romantic Style Book 2
by Dennis Alexander
Does your intermediate level student need supplemental work
to help develop the ability to make beautiful tone and shape the
musical phrases? This book will compliment the program you
are using because the 8 lyrical solos have warm melodies and rich
harmonies. The music of the Romantic era masters appeals to many with
the expressiveness and interpretative qualities. Students need to develop the
ability to listen to each note and make beautiful sounds on the instrument
that much of the romantic music was written for. This book will assist you in
preparing your student to be able to play the music of Chopin, Mendelssohn,
Schumann, and Schubert with greater skill!
JR
Jazz, Rags, & Blues Book 5
by Martha Mier
8 original pieces for the late intermediate to early advanced
pianist comprise this latest book by Martha Mier to enable the
student to continue working with jazz idioms. “Opening Night
Jazz” has a bright and happy sound while the “Blue Interlude” is a
slow blues swing style. The syncopated rhythms are guaranteed to inspire and
motivate the students as they explore the rich and colorful harmonies of jazz.
In contrast to the swing style, two rags require the student to play in straight
time.
Another success for Ms. Mier!
JR
►

Review of Publications
Wedding Performer Series
Early Advanced Piano
Contemporary Christian Songs
and Hymns for Weddings arr. Jan
Sanborn
This lovely collection of nine pieces
suitable for weddings as well as other occasions has
been arranged in an attractive, melodic and relaxing
style. Accompaniments are often flowing, sections of
octave melodies are fairly common and one piece is
in the key of Gb+, but overall the stylings are musical
rather than virtuostic. The selection has something for
everyone from an interestingly contemporary version
of “O Perfect Love” to timeless standards such as
“Be Thou My Vision” and “Take My Life” to more
contemporary pieces like “How Beautiful” (Twila
Paris) and “Love Will Be Our Home” (Steven Curtis
Chapman).
JJ
Jazz Arrangements for Wedding
Receptions
arr. Jan Sanborn
One of six books in the Wedding
Performer Series, this volume features
seven timeless standards in lovely melodic
playable arrangements. “Emily”, “How High the
Moon”, “It’s Only a Paper Moon”, “Laura”, “More
than you Know”, “Polka Dots and Moonbeams” and
“Someone to Watch Over Me” – pieces to learn to
play for a wide variety of situations. Arrangements are
musical and attractive without being too difficult or
virtuostic. This series has wonderful potential.
JJ
Pathways to Artistry Books 1-3
Edited by Catherine Rollin
Catherine Rollin has edited a series of 3
books, highlighting well-known composers
from the baroque to the contemporary
eras. At the top of each page is a timeline,
showing where the composer fit in music history, as
well as a brief composer biography for each piece.
This series stands apart from others through Ms.
Rollin’s “physical vocabulary” indications for each

piece. These are helpful notations describing, for
example, the type of staccato used, wrist rotation,
two-note slurs, among others. A technical summary
at the end of the book defines the basic technical skills
highlighted in that book.
These books would probably be most effective
if combined with the companion series, Pathways
to Artistry - Technique Series. This would give the
student the basic technical foundation, along with a
full understanding of the technical terminology that
could then be put into practice with the pieces in the
Masterworks Series.
LR
Audition Repertoire for the Advancing
Pianist - Book 1
Edited by Jane Magrath
These nine lower-advanced selections
provide music for the advancing pianist
that is motivating and balanced in terms
of period contrast and style. The pieces are organized
into two programs. Each program could be played as
an audition, festival, or recital program. Composers
include Bach, Haydn, Mendelssohn, Tcherepnin,
Scarlatti, Beethoven, Schubert, and Faure. The book
lies flat and the notation is large, making it very usable.
CH

THE FJH MUSIC COMPANY INC.
The Bat-Cat-Hat-Flat Song
Early Elementary Piano
Satish Bhakta
This little solo with a teacher duet will
be enjoyed by the young beginner. The
fun lyrics will engage them as well as
encourage them to sing while they play. The lyrics will
also assist in the rhythm. The range is bass F to treble
G. The students’ favorite part will be playing the flats:
Bb in the L.H. and Db in the R.H. Cute!
JR
►
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Review of Publications
Bad News Blues
Early Intermediate Piano
Kevin Olson Solos written for you
When I played through this solo I
immediately thought of students that I
know will enjoy this piece. It is “funky”
and full of blues chords that will definitely appeal to our
students! There are great fingering suggestions to help
the student achieve the legato lines in the few places they
occur. The score is full of accidentals along with the
key signature of only 1 sharp. This piece is an excellent
exercise in counting!!
JR
A Walk Through Time Suite
Intermediate Piano Solo
Kevin Costley Solos written for you
This 8 page piano solo has 3 sections:
I. Thoughts of Yesterday, II. Thoughts of
Today, III. Thoughts of Tomorrow. This
is a very attractive work that requires expressive and
lyrical playing. The 1st section has chords in sixths
that involve using a finger pedal to make the top line
very legato. The time signature is ¾ and the music
lends itself beautifully to a flowing lilt. My favorite
is the 2nd section because it has a lovely romantic feel
to it with great phrasing to accomplish this. The last
section has the melody in the L.H. with a staccato R.H.
accompaniment. This encourages the development of
excellent balance between the hands. In the middle,
the melody moves temporarily to the R.H. until the A
section returns to claim it back. The coda is strong with
chords in a syncopated pattern.
JR

San Antonio Rag
Intermediate Piano
Melody Bober Solos written for you
Here is an attractive 3 page solo that
would be an excellent supplement for our
intermediate level students. It would make
a lovely addition to a recital or performance class. This is
written in C+ with modulation to F+ for the B section.
Excellent fingering suggestions are included on the score.
This is a rag with all the elements to help prepare the
student for the rags of Scott Joplin!
JR
In Recital with Popular Music
Book 3 - Late Elementary
Edited by Helen Marlais
This is a collection of a wide variety of piano
arrangements including Disney favourites,
current popular songs, show tunes, and
old-time classics. Titles include Chim Chim Cher-ee,
Yellow Bird, Ja-Da, Fly Me to the Moon, and She Loves
You (yeah, yeah, yeah). Two of the pieces are arranged
as optional duets, and The Chicken Dance is an equalpart duet. Interesting notes about the pieces and
composers are included, as well as a helpful performance
demonstration CD. Concepts include eighth notes,
dotted quarter notes, and triplets; different articulations
such as legato and staccato are played at the same time,
and the keys include C, G, F, and D major, and A
minor. Great supplementary material for eager students!
CH

The Novus Via

HEY J.S., WHAT’S UP?

OH, I’M JUST
WRITING SOME NEW MUSIC
FOR MY STUDIO.

40
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CN/SMS
THAT’S GREAT, HOW COME?

CARL, J.C., ANNA
… THEY ALL LOVE TO
PRACTICE WHEN THEY CAN RELATE
TO THE MUSIC, BUT I WANT THEM
TO LEARN ALL THEIR CORE
SKILLS TOO ...

CALL ME
OLD-FASHIONED,
BUT MUSIC SHOULD BE
INSPIRING AS WELL
AS EDUCATIONAL!

Review of Publications
impressive-sounding. Working with this idea of reading
eliminates the note by note reading which hinders the
student. This series of books will help build a better
sight-reader. Practice strategies are included with focus
on blocking, interval reading, finger placement, and
directional reading.
Ten pieces make up this book. Nine of the pieces are
in either ¾ or 4/4 time, but the last one, my favorite,
is 6/4 with some 5/4 tossed in. This piece is called
“Intervallactica” and has various articulations but a
distinct forward thrust. Some of the pieces include
pedal while others move between various registers.
Quite a good addition to your supplemental material
for the struggling sight-reader!
JR

In Recital with Popular Music
Book 5
Edited by Helen Marlais
This is a six book series of popular
arrangements, ranging in difficulty from
early elementary to late intermediate. The
pieces range from movie hits to jazz standards to pop
favorites. The best part of these books is the skill of the
arrangers - Edwin McLean and Kevin Olson. They have
done an impressive job of laying down amazing voicings,
and capturing the subtle moods that have made these
pieces so popular. The pieces are artfully arranged to
sound more difficult than they really are. They would
make wonderful, fun recital pieces.
A performance demonstration CD is included.
While this would be useful for the student to hear the
exact notation being played, the CD has quite a classical
feel. Exposure to the tunes played by popular artists
would give the student more of a sense of the particular
genre of the pieces.
LR

All Aboard! An Artistic Early Intermediate
Collection for Solo Piano
by Judith Strickland
Most of these ten simple pieces are two
pages long, each one representing an
adventure of some sort. Catchy titles
include Rush Hour Taxi, Caravan, Hayride, Broomstick
Ride, Gondola, Grand Canyon Mule Ride, etc. The
pieces all sound very pleasant, and a few black and
white pictures illustrating the pieces may help motivate
students further.
CH

On Stage! Book 3 Early Intermediate/
Intermediate
Intervallic Reading Series
By Christopher Goldston with editing and
practice strategies by Helen Marlais
The emphasis of this book is intervallic
reading. It is designed to supplement all backgrounds
and methods. The pieces are based on patterns which
allow the students to develop their technique through
repetition. The music isn’t overly difficult but is

►

american popular piano

POPULAR STYLES,
TRADITIONAL SKILLS …
I LOVE IT!

Christopher Norton and Scott McBride Smith
• New, original works offering diverse popular styles
to captivate and inspire
• 11 Progressive Levels featuring Repertoire,
Etudes, Improvisation, Technic, and Skills
• Based on the latest pedagogical research for core
pianistic and musical skill development
Call for a complimentary copy or
visit our website for more information.
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In the Romantic Style
by Andrey Komanetsky
Billed as “An Artistic Intermediate/Late
Intermediate Collection for Solo Piano”,
this slender volume of twenty one pieces
has a lot going for it. The writer is a
Russian born musician who currently is active in
New York as a church musician, pianist and teacher.
Each of these one to two page works has a unique
appeal. Although the pieces are relatively simple
– perhaps Gr. 4-6, there is nothing simplistic or trite
about the writing. Much melodic playing in upper,
lower and inner voices, pedal and rubato communicate
the romantic nature of the compositions.
JJ
NEIL A. KJOS MUSIC COMPANY
Jazzy Sonatina
Late Elementary Piano Solo
by Jane Smisor Bastien
This 7 page sonatina is written with 3
movements. The 1st movement is in
sonata-allegro style in allegro tempo. The
2nd movement is slower with a blues tempo in swing
style and the 3rd movement is in rondo form marked
presto. This piece is an excellent example for the
elementary student to experience both the forms of the
sonatina as well as the varying tempi.
The syncopated rhythm, pedaling, melody
moving between the hands, 6/8 time, and contrasting
articulations in this piece will definitely help develop
numerous skills. Many accidentals are inserted
throughout and the range of the work is 4 octaves.
JR
Clean Your Room to the Trumpet Tune!
by Erika Paul Carlson
This cute, two-page elementary level piano
solo has lyrics, which may help many
young students learn it easier. The piece
is mostly hands separate, suitable for a
student in his/her first year of study. A very appealing
tune!
CH
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Into Mischief - Intermediate
Rebecca A. Pulju
This is a tuneful little piece for an
intermediate level student. It is engaging,
and has enough repetition to make it
easy to learn, yet varied enough to hold
the student’s attention. It’s lilting rhythm would be a
welcome addition to any student’s repertoire.
LR
DUETS
ALFRED PUBLISHING CO. INC.
5 Classical Favorites
Arranged for Two Pianos, Four Hands
Arranged for Intermediate to Late
Intermediate Piano by Richard Simm
Included in this volume are Pachelbel’s
“Canon in D”, Mozart’s “Eine Kleine
Nachtmusic”, Grieg’s “Peer Gynt Suite”, Handel’s
“Arrival of the Queen of Sheba”, as well as “Espana”
by Chabrier arranged for Katia and Marielle Lebeque.
These are exciting as well as challenging arrangements
of these lovely orchestral pieces.
ED
15 Arrangements of American Classics
for Two Pianos, Four Hands
Arranged for Intermediate to Late
Intermediate Piano by Jim Lyke, Geoff
Haydon, Don Heitler and John Arpin
Some of these arrangements would be
suitable for grade 8, but most are quite challenging,
and would be suited to grade 9 or 10. Included are
arrangements of jazz standards such as Fats Waller’s
“Ain’t Misbehavin”, and Gershwin’s “By Strauss”,
“Nobody but You” and “Swanee”. Joplin’s Rags,
“The Easy Winners”, “Solace”, “Gladiolus Rag” and
“Pineapple Rag” are arranged so the primo part is the
original rag, and an original accompaniment written by
John Arpin is played by the secondo. The rags are very
challenging.
ED

►
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Essential Keyboard Trios
10 Intermediate to Early Advanced
Selections - In their original form
Selected and Edited by Lucy Mauro and
Scott Beard
One Piano Six Hands
What a wonderful way to build musicianship and
ensemble playing skills while having fun! You can
imagine the rich orchestral sound which results from six
hands on one piano. Here are some of the highlights of
this book :
“Das Dreyblatt” by WFE Bach is arranged in such
a way that the secondo part is played above the primo
and below the terzo parts. It is suggested the secondo
be played by a man amid two women playing the primo
and secondo parts, crossing arms throughout the piece.
A fun potential recital piece!
Czerny was one of the first composers to write music
for keyboard trio. Selections for the book include his
arrangement of Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” and
EEE_75x5
Wendy GuimoPage
1 3/15/2007
4:38:44 PM which is
Mozart’sMYC_Student
overture
to “The
Marriage
of Figaro”,

one of the most challenging and exciting works in the
six-hand literature.
Two pieces included are composed by Rachmoninoff
for three female cousins. “Valse” includes melodic
material in all three parts. “Romance” contains material
he later worked into the second movement of his “Piano
Concerto No. 2”
These trios would be suitable for a mixture of grade 7
to 10 students.
ED
7 Classical Favorites
Arranged for Two Pianos, Eight Hands
For Intermediate Piano arranged
by Virginia Speiden Carper
These range in difficulty from grade 6
to 10. For example, Elgar’s “Pomp and
Circumstance “, Opus 39 No. 1, is a challenging Allegro
con molto fuoco, and 274 bars long. The first of
►

Discover more JOY in teaching!
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Music for Young Children® has become a world
leader in quality music education through its
dynamic, child-centered curriculum.
Our specialized training, mentoring and on-line
services empower you to succeed in a teaching
career. Contact us today and discover the joy
of teaching the MYC®way!

K

To learn more, contact your local MYC coordinator:
Wendy Guimont, BMus, ARCT, RMT, MYCC, Certified MYC® Coordinator
w.guimont@myc.com
Tel: 1.800.828.4334
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Tonecrafter Music
Keith Burchnall,
Piano Technician
Now serving the Lower Mainland
Piano Tuning, Regulating, Voicing,
Repairs, Refurbishment & Rebuilding
31 years professional service.
Some Clients:
Angela Hewitt/ Anton Kuerti/ Supertramp
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra/ C.B.C./I.T.V.
Baldwin-Steinway-Yamaha-Kawai Dealers
“Great Tuning!!”
-George Blondheim, composer/arranger

“Thank you for making the piano seem to breathe”.
-Claudio Arrau, concert artist

“I just wanted you to know that I am very pleased with my piano. It is better than when it was new!
I don’t feel like I have to fight with it any more to get it to project and to be able to play many dynamics with control.
Thank you. I’m loving playing it
-Peggy O’Brennan, BCRMTA Chilliwack ”. (after regulation, tuning & voicing)

call for appointment:
604-996-6191
E-mail: tonecrafter@hotmail.com
“One who works with their hands is a labourer;
One who works with hands and mind is an artisan;

One who works with hands, mind and heart is an artist”.
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“Two Trumpet Voluntaries”, by Purcell is a spirited
Maestoso, 32 bars long, and suitable for grade 6. Also
included are selections form Handel’s “Music for
the Royal Fireworks” and “Water Music”, Brahms’
“Variations on a Theme by Haydn” Grieg’s “Sigurd
Jorsalfar”, as well as a German Dance by Mozart.
ED

NEIL A. KJOS MUSIC COMPANY
Serenade, Op.7
by Gabriel Pierne for one piano, four
hands
Edited by Weekley and Arganbright
(rediscovered Duets Series)
This lovely Serenade, was composed for
string orchestra in 1883 and published for one piano,
four hands in 1905. This piece is described as leaning
toward light elegance with the dynamic range from ppp
to mf.
The melody is exquisite and delicate as it is played
in the upper registers of the piano. Most of the primo
has identical notes for each hand an octave apart. The
R. H. of the secondo plays above Middle C at all times
and occasionally duplicates the rhythm of the primo
although it keeps its own rhythmic motive for most of
the work. The music is written with both parts on each
page which presents a bit of a problem for students that
are accustomed to having their own parts on opposite
pages.
Delightful duet!
JR
Gurlitt’s Rustic Pictures, Opus 190
Music for two pianos, eight hands
Edited by Weekley and Arganbright
Both piano 1 and a separate piano 2
booklet are included in one copy. Here
are eight delightful short, descriptive pieces which tell a
story about a holiday in the country. Grades 7 to 9.
ED

GAMES
NEIL A. KJOS MUSIC COMPANY
Scale Scramble - Card Game
I was intrigued by this card game and
decided to play it with several students in
a theory class. What fun! You can play it
in the style of “Pit” or “Go Fish” and with
3 – 15 players of any age. It is amazing
to see the students challenged by working out the
scales away from the piano. To make the game more
interesting, there is the Piranha. If you have it in your
hand when another player yells “scale scramble”, you
receive no points for that round. The 2 guppies are
wild and can replace any scale degree.
What a great way to get students to work on scales
away from the piano!
JR
Wacky Wanda
A Note Reading Game for Students
of All Ages
This game consists of forty eight
cards 5 ½ by 8 ½ inches (14x21
cm). On one side, words are spelled in letters, on the
other side they are spelled in notes using treble or bass
clef. The words begin simply with three letters and
advance to more difficult seven letters. In addition to
these cards, there are six “Wacky Wanda” cards which
can be inserted at random to various effect. There are
four games described on the box the cards come in –
others can be devised as inspiration dictates. I used this
game at a recent recital to a great deal of amusement
and some learning as well!
JJ
Note Nabber - Card Game
This game is for 2 – 10 players. The
object is to be the first to acquire
one each of the 7 notes of the music
alphabet. The specialty cards are:
Nabber, Liszt, Haydn, and Baroque. Each of these
►
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Support our Advertisers

cards has a specific function as in the example
Baroque: Break another player’s hand by taking
3 cards from him/her, causing that player to go
“broke.” Discard unwanted cards so that 7 cards
remain in your hand. The “broke” player also
replaces the cards with 3 from the draw pile.
I am looking forward to playing this game with
students in a group class in the fall!
JR

BC Conservatory of Music...................... 48

Wacky Walter
A Note Reading Game for Students of
All Ages by Three Cranky Women
This is a fun yet simple musical
card game comprised of large, fullcolour flash cards. There are four
different games that can be played, depending on
the students’ level. The games can be played by
individual students at a music lesson, or by teams
of students. Essentially, on one side of the cards
are unlabelled notes on the grand staff, with a few
letters (any letters of the alphabet beyond “G”)
written out in upper-case. On the opposite side
(the side facing the teacher), is the answer key -the word spelled out in full. The object is for the
student(s) to call out the word in full. The 48 cards
increase in difficulty from card #1 “CASE” to card
#48 “ABRIDGED”. Plenty of ledger line notes are
included on the “note” side. Students of all ages
will love this. Mine did, even my adult students!
CH
♪
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Musical Trivia
The following I believe to be actual events, but can’t cite particular sources. I give it to you for what I paid for it.
- Keith Burchnall
Richard Wagner was so oblivious to the
accomplishments of his contemporaries that he
thought his friend, Franz Liszt, after he’d sent his
Transcendental Etudes to Wagner, had composed
a few “finger exercises”!

him. He built special pens and a keyboard that caused
barbs to come down on a pig’s behind, producing a
squeal when a key was pressed. The chronicle says a
recognizable tune could be played this way, much to
the amusement of the king and his men.

A monk in the service of a king of medieval France
devised a novel instrument for his king and his bored
cronies. He toured the pigsties in the kingdom,
pricking the swine. Choosing them by the pitch of
their squeals, he took a goodly number back with

Giacomo Rossini said he cried three times in his life:
when one of his operas was a flop; when a turkey that
was the centrepiece of a fancy dinner fell off a boat and
sank into the river, and when he first heard Paganini
play his violin.
♪
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WHERE THE
MUSIC BEGINS
Proudly serving Canada’s
musicians since 1956.
Now with 11 locations
in B.C. including:
ABBOTTSFORD

2506 Clearbrook Road
604.556.3838

CHILLIWACK

45450 Luckakuck Way
604.858.2996

KAMLOOPS

1370 Summit Drive
250.828.2234

LANGLEY

207-6339 200th Street
604.530.8704

NANAIMO

6324A Metral Drive
250.390.4771

Sales . Repairs
Trades . Rentals
Lessons . Clinics
In-Store Financing
Used Instruments
Bought & Sold
School Band Rental and
Rent-To-Own Programs

NORTH VANCOUVER
1363 Main Street
604.986.0911

PORT COQUITLAM

1360 Dominion Avenue
604.464.1011

RICHMOND

6760 No. 3 Road
604.270.3622

SURREY

13785 104th Avenue
604.588.9421

VANCOUVER

368 Terminal Avenue
604.734.4886

VICTORIA

756 Hillside Avenue
250.384.3622
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featuring...
appealing
repertoire

repertoire for

all examination
systems and

music festivals!

trills written
out in full
extensive
rhythmic
and legato
pedal
markings

musical
studies
and
progressive
technique

plus
Download free sample pages

www.bccmusic.ca

sight reading
and
ear training

all this in two books per grade

British Columbia
Conservatory of Music
4549 East Hastings Street, Burnaby BC,
Canada, V5C 2K3
604-299-2984

(Requirements for Preliminary level are contained in one book)

The Conservatory Series
for

Piano
is available in most music stores

